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FROM THE RABBI
I recently heard a speaker expound on various themes for the celebration of Shavuot. The first theme discussed was matan Torah – the
giving of the Torah. We celebrate this holiday because on this day
God gave us a very special treasure, his most precious Torah as a
gift. Appropriately, we use this appellation in our prayers and in the
Kiddush that we recite on the holiday.
The second theme that this speaker presented was kabbalat haTorah
– the acceptance of the Torah. That the Jewish people received and
accepted the gift of the Torah.
There are many midrashim and important lessons about our acceptance of Torah, but I object to this being considered a theme for a
holiday. We don’t celebrate the fact that we have accepted a present.
We thank the one who gives us a present, we may feel special that
she/he has chosen us for the special sign of friendship and value the
relationship, but we don’t celebrate our acceptance.
Perhaps God celebrates that the Jewish people are prepared and willing to take on the obligations of the Torah. Our celebration is that God
considers us worthy of being the custodians of his special gift, and the
fact that we are now in possession of this divine mission.
It is very exciting when we get a gift. We immediately want to open it,
examine it, and begin using it. If it is some new technological tool we
want to turn it on and see how it works; we can’t wait to set it up and
start using its programs.
The same should be true with the Torah that we are given anew each
Shavuot. We should want to open it, see what gems it contains, and
begin using the programs in it to better our lives, enhance our spirituality and plan how to implement its precepts to improve the world.
Perhaps this is another reason why we have the custom to stay up the
first night of Shavuot studying Torah until the early hours of the morning. We anxiously and excitingly open the gift that we were given on
this day and is re-gifted to us each year. We desire to see what is
inside the box and begin learning how to implement its wonderful programs.
I invite you to join us in this experience of uncovering the secrets in
the wonderful Torah that God gives us on this holiday. Join us for a
Yom Tov dinner the first night of Shavuot and we will study together
some Torah thoughts as presented by our visiting student scholars
representing Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future. It can
be a life changing experience. It is certainly a wonderful way to observe the holiday of Shavuot!
Chag Sameach!
Rabbi Zev Silber
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As I write this, it is a few days before our Annual
Beth David Dinner and I am busy and very excited
about our celebration honoring our Rabbi, Zev Silber! We have a lovely crowd coming to the Dinner
with many family members, friends and congregates.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there to celebrate!
The kitchen at the Shul is moving forward with renovations to start the first week in July. We hope
that it will take about 3 weeks to complete. Happily
I will be giving this project over to Marcy Yonaty,
our Shul Beautiful person, now that she is back
from Florida. Much help will be needed to remove
and then reinstall all the items in the cabinets.
Charlie Manasse will be needing volunteers with
this project so please call him to volunteer your
help.
I always need to thank many people in the Shul for
so many jobs that are done out of the goodness of
their hearts. Thank you to Nancy Basmann for the
beautiful photos that she takes at so many of our
dinners and meetings. We are fortunate to have a
professional photographer as a member of our
Shul.
Thank you to Marilyn Bell for the many, many
hours of office work that she gives us every week.
Thank you to Dora Polachek for all the great guest
speakers that we have at the Shabbat Luncheons
every month.
Thank you to Judy Silber for the beautiful luncheons that she prepares with her wonderful volunteers.
There are so many more people to thank that do
the work that keeps our Shul thriving so beautifully.
Have a lovely Shavuot!
Saba Wiesner, President

When: Shavuot begins on Saturday, May 19 th at night, and lasts through the day of Monday, May 21st.
Candle Lighting: As with every Yom Tov, we light candles each night of the holiday,
reciting the 2 brachot – one for the holiday (l’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov) and the Shehecheyanu.
Shehecheyanu is also recited at the end of Kiddush.
Special Note When Shavuot Begins as Shabbat Ends: No preparations for Shavuot
may be made until Shabbat is over, this year at 9:03 pm, and until after a statement of havdalah is
recited – Baruch Hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh – Blessed is He who differentiates between the
holiness of Shabbat and the holiness of the holiday. At this time you may light candles for Shavuot
(see above for the blessings). Remember to keep a long lasting candle burning from before Shabbat from which to light the holiday candles, since a new fire may not be created on the holiday. The regular holiday kiddush is recited on Saturday night, with the addition of havdalah
towards the end. Havdalah is recited on the same cup of wine used for kiddush and includes the
blessing for fire (use your Yom Tov candles that are already lit instead of a havdalah candle, since
you cannot extinguish the candle) and the blessing of havdalah, followed by Shehecheyanu. No
spices are used during havdalah. On the second night, recite the regular holiday kiddush without
additions.
Tikkun Leil Shavuot: Since Shavuot commemorates the revelation at Mount Sinai and
the acceptance of the Torah, there is a beautiful, time-honored custom to stay awake the entire
night of the first day of Shavuot and study Torah. Beth David will host various Torah study groups
and lectures the night of May 19. This year, the first lecture will be held between Mincha and
Ma’ariv, then a second lecture immediately after Ma’ariv. Additional lectures will continue
after the Yom Tov dinner, at approximately 11:15 pm. Refreshments will be available to help
all attendees remain awake and alert. Those awake all night in Torah studies often participate in a
sunrise Shacharit service. This service is held at our shul only if there is assurance that the regular
service can be conducted properly.
Megillat Rut: There is a custom to read the scroll of Ruth on the second day of Shavuot. Ruth, who was a convert, accepted the Torah just as the Jews did at Sinai. She was also
the great grandmother of King David, who was born, and died, on Shavuot. We read the megillah
before the Torah service.
Dairy Foods: There is a custom to eat dairy foods on Shavuot. Thus, the annual Beth
David Sisterhood Shavuot lunch on the second day of Shavuot will be dairy.

Please join us for the annual Shavuot Luncheon
Monday, May, 21, following services

Shabbat - Shavuot Schedule

Friday, May 18

Candle lighting
Blessing: L’hadlik ner shel Shabbat
Mincha/Maariv

8:02 pm
7:15 pm

Shabbat, May 19

Shacharit
9:00 am
Mincha
7:50 pm
1st Torah Study Session
8:20 pm
Ma’ariv
9:00 pm
Candle lighting after
9:03 pm
Blessing: L’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov and Shehecheyanu
2nd Torah Study Session
9:15 pm
Yom Tov Dinner
9:40 pm
Tikun Leil Shavuot –
All night Torah study begins
11:15 pm

Sunday, May 20

Shacharit
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Candle lighting

Monday, May 21

Shacharit
Yizkor
approximately
Mincha/Ma’ariv
Yom Tov ends

9:00 am
8:05 pm
after 9:04 pm

9:00 am
10:50 am
8:10 pm
9:06 pm

YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER THE FIRST NIGHT
OF SHAVUOT
Saturday, MAY 19
JOIN US FOR SERVICES, DINNER (dairy) AND ATTEND AT LEAST TWO TORAH
STUDY SESSIONS, AND THE DINNER IS ON US!
Reservations required by Sunday, May 13!
RSVP to rabbisilber@stny.rr.com or 761-7098
Dinner Sponsored by Rabbi Zev and Judy Silber

Our March Pesach Workshop meeting had to be cancelled because of the weather. We did not
schedule a meeting in April because on our meeting night a Yom HaShoah program was scheduled at Binghamton University and we felt it was important for the community to attend that program.
On May 2 we hosted the InterSisterhood program, a fashion show put on by VINTAGNESS, with
members of the three sisterhoods as the models. It was very well attended.
Sisterhood’s Donor is scheduled for May 9, at the home of Marti Klionsky, with Flora Rosefsky
as our guest speaker. Flora will speak on “The Inspiration for the JCC ‘Threads of Tradition’
Quilt.” By the time you receive this ChaiLine the meeting will have taken place; I hope those of
you who attended enjoyed the evening.
Our closing meeting is scheduled for June 13. Please plan to join us.
Marlene Serkin, co-President

Customs and Practices for the “Three Weeks”
Background: The three-week period from 17 Tammuz through 9 Av was a time of
tragedy for the Jewish people. Many calamities happened on these specific days and during
the time between. The catastrophic events surrounding the Holy Temple in Jerusalem that occurred on those specific days resulted in the long exile, which is still ongoing. On the 17 th of
Tammuz the walls of Jerusalem were breached during the period of the second Temple, and
the 9th of Av marks the day on which both the first and second Temples were destroyed. For
that reason it was ordained that this period of 3 weeks should be observed as days of mourning
by the entire nation. Some mourning practices begin on 17 Tammuz and they increase in severity as we approach the 9th of Av.
Since the next ChaiLine will first appear after this period begins, we will mention only the
customs observed until Rosh Chodesh Av. Those that first apply after that date will be described in the summer edition.

When: The 3 weeks begin on 17 Tammuz, which occur s on Shabbat, J une 30, and
continue (this year since 9 Av occurs on Shabbat) through 10 Av, which occurs on Sunday, July 22.
The fast of 17 Tammuz: Since 17 Tammuz occur s on Shabbat, the fast is postponed
until Sunday, July 1. This day is observed as a fast day, with the fast beginning in the morning
at 3:30 am and ending at nightfall, at 9:25 pm.
Mourning practices: Dur ing the entire 3-week period we do not conduct weddings,
we refrain from haircuts, and we avoid listening to live music.

MAY - JUNE MINYAN TIMES

MORNINGS (times constant)
Sunday

Except May 20: 9:00 am

8:30 am

Monday – Friday
7:00 am
Except May 15; June 13-14; July 13: 6:50 am
Except May 21: 9:00 am
Except May 28: 8:30 am
Shabbat

9:00 am
EVENINGS (times constant)

Friday

7:15 pm

EVENINGS (times var y)
Shabbat, May 5
7:35 pm
Sunday - Thursday, May 6-10
7:55 pm
Shabbat, May 12
7:45 pm
Sunday - Thursday, May 13-17
8:00 pm
Shabbat - Monday, May 19-21 see Shavuot Schedule
Tuesday - Thursday, May 22-24
8:10 pm
Shabbat, May 26
8:00 pm
Sunday - Thursday, May 27-31
8:10 pm
Shabbat, June 2
8:05 pm
Sunday - Thursday, June 3-7
8:20 pm
Shabbat, June 9
8:10 pm
Sunday - Thursday, June 10-14
8:25 pm
Shabbat, June 16
8:10 pm
Sunday - Thursday, June 17-21
8:25 pm
Shabbat, June 23
8:15 pm
Sunday - Thursday, June 24-28
8:30 pm
Shabbat, June 30
8:15 pm
Sunday, July 1
8:15 pm
Monday - Thursday, July 2-5
8:25 pm
Shabbat, July 7
8:10 pm
Sunday - Thursday, July 8-12
8:25 pm

How to Contact Your Rabbi
Rabbi Silber’s office hours will be: Tuesdays, 10:00 am -12:00 noon.
Please feel free to stop by at these times, even without an appointment. If you need to consult with the
rabbi and these times are not convenient for you, please call Rabbi Silber and you can work out a mutually acceptable time.
Occasionally these hours need to change, and changes are listed in the weekly announcement sheet distributed each Shabbat at services.
If you need to contact the rabbi, there are several ways that this can be done:
Call the shul office (722-1793) and leave a message
If it is not urgent, you can e-mail the rabbi at rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
In case of emergency, you can call or text the rabbi’s cell phone: Rabbi Silber can be reached at
-761-7098.
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Mitzvah Fund
Toby Kohn, 754-4297 or tova.kohn844@gmail.com
Sisterhood acknowledges contributions to the Mitzvah Fund wishing:
Mazel Tov to:
Eliezer Silber & Stacey Shaunler on their engagement
Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber on Eli & Stacey's engagement
Arieh Ullmann on the engagement of his daughter, Rhoda
Marcy & Gabi Yonaty on their grandson's becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Claire Ladenheim on her 90th birthday
Rabbi Zalman & Rochel Chein on their new home in Vestal
Aaron & Miriam Alweis on their new grandson
Meryl Sasnowitz on her special birthday
Sol & Dora Polachek on their new grandson
Refuah Shelemah to:
Meryl Sasnowitz

Rita Shawn

Ilene Pinsker

Condolences to:
Marlene Serkin on the loss of her sister, Gloria Lees
The DeLeon Family on the loss of Jeanette
Marion Rudin & Family on the loss of Norman
Regina Frants on the loss of her parents
Adele Lerner on the loss of her grandparents
Gabi Yonaty on the loss of his brother
Martha Eisenstadt on the loss of her husband, Mark
The Ansell Family on the loss of Phyllis

Give Double Chai
Pesach is over, spring is here. It is wonderful to see the green grass and feel the warm sun again.
On behalf of Beth David, I want to thank those of you who have heeded the call and have been
sponsors of our ChaiLine. You are what keeps us going.
A minimum donation of $36.00, sent to the shul before the next issue (July 1, 2018), will make
you a sponsor. A donation of $180.00 makes you a Special Sponsor. A thank you note can be
printed for a donation of $18.00.
We hope to hear from you soon and number you among our contributors.
Marlene Serkin

Thank You To Our Sponsors
Cathy Velenchik & Chaim Joy in memory of our dear friend, Bonnie Rahnlow Chandler
Marcy & Gabi Yonaty in memory of Yecheil R.

Greetings, Beth David Family!
During the (overly extended) winter, the lives of some of our Beth David family members have
been rather eventful. Below are some of the simchas and other happenings, among which, unfortunately, is a sad event. Thanks to all who have been keeping me updated!
Marilyn Bell attended the upsherin (a boy's first haircut at 3 years old) of her grandson Yona Bell,
son of David and Jen Bell, on March 18, in Passaic, NJ.
Marcy and Gabi Yonaty made a trip to Buffalo from their winter home in Florida for the March
17th Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Asher Judah Yonaty, son of Steven and Kim Yonaty. They
have also recently returned to us from their winter vacation in Florida. Welcome back!
It is good to see Sheldon Edison back in Shul on Shabbos; he has also returned from his annual
winter vacation in Florida.
Spending the Pesach holiday with Michael, Susan, and Kerry Wright were Natania and Dmitry,
Yaakov, Eitan, Gavriel, and Levi Nachman Ostrovsky from Stanford, CT.
Eli and Avi Silber and Stacy Shaunler spent Pesach with Rabbi and Judy Silber.
Claire Ladenheim belatedly celebrated her 90th birthday on Sunday, April15, at the home of her
daughter, Susan Grosberg, in West Orange, NJ. The celebration was highlighted by the attendance of all her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. They came from California, Philadelphia, and the metropolitan New York and New Jersey area.
Mazal Tov to the Alweis family! A baby boy was born to Michael and Malka Alweis on March 6th,
lovingly welcomed home by his siblings, Mia Bella and Zeke. The baby's name is Adin (meaning
gentle) Netzach (meaning eternal). Miriam and Aaron were so excited to meet and greet their
fifth grandchild! Their Pesach was greatly enhanced by Elisa's stay during the holiday. They were
also joined by Danny and Rivkah and grandchildren, Yonatan and Neriyah, for the first few days
before the family headed out to California.
Mazel tov to Rabbi Aaron and Rivky Slonim on the engagement of Chaya Mushkah to Mendel
Shemtov.
Condolences to the family of Phyllis Ansell Paushter. Phyllis passed away in Chicago and was
buried March 20 at Beth David cemetery. She is survived by 4 sons, Jonathan, David, Danny and
Ben and daughter Ruth, their spouses and children. Phyllis was very active in Beth David and
well known for the musicals she wrote and directed for Sisterhood and for InterSisterhood.
Barbara and Les Bank spent two weeks in Hawaii.
Mazal Tov to Gila and Naftali Polachek, on the birth of their third son. Grandparents are Dora
and Sol Polachek.
Samantha Tuberman won science recognition as was noted in the Reporter.
I look forward to hearing some more good news in the upcoming months.
Best,
Gina Santiago

Dear Members and Friends,
At a recent board meeting, the Beth David Board of Trustees voted to purchase a number of the
new edition of the siddur that will soon be published by the RCA (Rabbinical Council of America).
These siddurim will contain a new translation, new commentary and a number of differences from the
siddurim that we currently use and should be more appropriate for a modern orthodox congregation
such as ours. Some of our existing siddurim will be kept and still available for use, while others will be
replaced as they have been "repaired" several times.
We are offering our members and friends the opportunity to become a lasting part of our Synagogue by donating one or more of these new siddurim in honor or in memory of a loved one or friend.
Each siddur can be donated for $36.00, and will be labeled on the inside front cover with a special
dedication or memorial from you, the giver. This is a special way to make your family's name a permanent fixture in Beth David from one generation to the next.
Whether you are currently a member or once upon a time you were a close associate with our
Shul, we want to keep your family's name forever in our history.
Please send your check -- made payable to Beth David Synagogue -- with instructions on what you
would like printed inside your siddur.
If you have any questions, or if you would like more information, please call me at 797-0181. Help
us inscribe your family name in our Beth David history.
Shalom
Paula Rubin

Funds and Phone Numbers – Please Clip and Save
Minimum
Donation

Fund
Mitzvah Fund

$ 2.50

Toby - 754-4297

Shul Beautiful

$ 5.00

Toby - 754-4297

Discretionary Fund

Shul Office-722-1793

General Fund

Shul Office-722-1793

Mikvah Fund

…….

Shul Office-722-1793

Ansell Tikun Torah Fund

Shul Office-722-1793

Siddur(Prayer Book)

$36.00

Shul Office-722-1793

Chumash

$60.00

Shul Office-722-1793

Gemorrah

$75.00

Shul Office-722-1793

Shabbat Luncheon

T

Contact

……

Shul Office-722-1793

Shabbat Kiddush ……

Marlene-729-3235

To schedule use of kitchen --

Valerie-798-1705

o schedule use of Mikvah

Susan -772-8576

--

.

General Fund from:
Evan & Lisa Schwadron
Harold & Meryl Sasnowitz
Jonathan Katzman
Ruth Goldstein
Steven Feuer
Eric & Seena in memory of Dora Feuer

Jeanne Kravitz
Bonnie Rozen
N & V Shiffman
Lillian Zodikoff

In memory of Norman Rudin
Naomi & Richard Shore
Shelly Goldman Black

Marilyn Bell
Marlene Serkin
In memory of Phyllis Ansell

Jonathan & Tracy Weiss
Robert & Diana Weiss
William Jaffe

Marilyn Bell
Martha Klionsky

Robert & Diana Weiss in memory of Gabi Yonaty’s brother, Moshe
Les & Barbara Bank in honor of Meryl Sasnowitz’s 70th Birthday
Lori Schapiro in honor of Rabbi Silber

Shul Beautiful to:
Marlene Serkin on the loss of her sister, Gloria Lees, by Ruth & Howard Buschman
Meryl Sasnowitz on her special birthday by Judy Simon
Meryl Sasnowitz on her special birthday by Claire Ladenheim
Steve Feuer on the loss of his wife, Dora, by Claire Ladenheim
Marlene Serkin on the loss of her sister, Gloria Lees, by Claire Ladenheim
The Ansell Family on the loss of Phyllis by Lillian Zodicoff

Shabbat Kiddush Luncheon Fund
Richard Werner in memory of Dr. Irving & Freida Werner
Lana & Paul Franklin, Renee & Steven Weiskoff & Amy & Brian Boyer in honor of Aunt, Great Aunt,
and Great, Great Aunt, Flo Balin
Fern Sternberg

Siddurim

In honor of Ilene Goldman, Lori Goldman Stuart, & Craig & Andra Goldman – donated by Shelly Goldman Black
Jack & Sheila Gladstein

In memory of Dora Feuer
H. Glazer

Scott & Robin Messinger

If you have a Canon 104 laser printer, we have 3 brand new compatible
black toner cartridges for you. Call Marlene Serkin, 729-3235 for further
information

The Annual Dinner
A Social Hall filled to capacity at this year’s annual dinner on May 6 created a festive atmosphere for honoring our Rabbi Zev Silber on receiving the Jack and Mary Ferber Memorial Award. Guests from near and far,
many of them former Beth David congregants, joined Beth David on a rainy Sunday to thank Rabbi Silber
and celebrate with him and Judy as well as their children and grandchildren this moment. It was an auspicious date; not only was it the thirteenth year of Rabbi Silber’s tenure at our shul, Emor is also Rabbi Silber’s
Bar Mitzvah Parsha which proves that thirteen is a lucky number – certainly for Beth David.
After the HaMotzi performed by Rabbi Silber’s grandchildren, son-in-law Rabbi Eli Weissman helped us understand why our dear Rabbi’s drashas (sermons) usually are longer than ten minutes. The reason? Because
the duration of his drasha corresponds to the time it takes our rabbi to walk to shul. In accepting the award
Rabbi Silber emphasized the importance of service and expressed his hope to continue as the spiritual leader of our congregation. A slide show prepared by his children provided a glimpse of our rabbi as a family
man. The happiness on his face in the pictures said everything.
The raffle drawing ended to everyone’s happiness with Lillian Zodikoff winning the big prize – not for the first
time! Mazal tov!
After a delicious meal prepared by Victor Torres and family Michael Wright presented the award and Rhonda
Levine the congregational gift. A very special highlight was a song honoring Rabbi Silber crafted by his wife
Judy. Under the leadership of Aaron Alweis and Moshe Shmaryahu all the guest happily joined in.
It was truly a special event, an afternoon filled with warmth, admiration and appreciation by everyone for our
Rabbi Zev Silber.

Arieh Ullmann

A Tribute To Rabbi Silber
The following was written by Judy Silber and was sung at the Shul Dinner honoring
Rabbi Zev Silber.
With thanks and apologies to Joni Mitchell and credit must be given to the Shabbat song
Aneem Z’meerot for teaching us it’s ok to squeeze in extra words sometimes.
Sweets and seats that lean way back
And friendly people like to yack
And weather, lovely for Shabbat,
He’s looked at shul that way.
But when clouds only block the sun
They rain and snow on everyone
So many things he could have done
If the sun shines bright today.
He’s looked at shul from both sides now,
From men’s side to women’s side, and still somehow
It’s shul’s spirituality he recalls
He really does know shul, not malls.
New moons, Shabbat and holidays
Dizzy dancing, Simchat Torah ways
All that learning and Torah true
He’s looked at faith that way.
And it’s never to put on a show
His speeches teach us how to grow
He really cares, he lets us know
He wants to pray, not play.
He’s looked at shul from both sides now
From give and take and still somehow
It’s Torah, mitzvot and middot
His beloved Rav, a thoughtful quote.
Some congregants have tears and fears
Dreams of peace so Israel’s situation clears
Prayers said quietly or out loud
He wishes the minyan would have a crowd.
But now old friends want to honor him
He thinks that’s just a silly whim
He wishes he still had vigor and vim
For living every day.
He’s looked at Beth David from both sides now
Congregant became rabbi somehow
It’s shul’s great people he recalls
Wants to know them better, one and all.
He’s looked at Beth David from both sides now
Upstairs and downstairs and still somehow
Classes and davening so many days
He really does know Beth David, that’s why he stays.

