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From the President 
 

I want to start by wishing the congregation a very Happy Purim and letting you all know that I will 
be doing the Purim Seudah again this year. There is a flyer that is going out so please keep it in 
mind and let me know that you will be attending. 
 
I would like to bring you up to date on Shul security which is always on our minds. Homeland se-
curity is in touch with me quite often and the latest recommendation is to have cameras at the en-
trances to the synagogue. We are researching different cameras and will most likely be purchas-
ing them. Along with police protection on Shabbat and holidays and the many panic buttons 
throughout the Shul we are doing our best to  protect our members. 
 
May 3 is the date for our annual dinner and I am very happy to announce that our honoree will be 
Charlie Manasse. Please congratulate Charlie when you see him and mark your calendars for a 
dinner you won’t want to miss. 
 
Another thing I would like to share with you. I was in Shul not too long ago on Shabbat morning, 
the sun was shining but it was quite cold outside. 
 
Because of the cold there were only 9 people (men and women) who came. There is an old saying 
about missing something terribly when you no longer have it. We all need to make a concerted ef-
fort to attend services so that we can keep what we love and need. 
 
Please keep Beth David strong it is such a special place. 
 
Saba Wiesner, President  

 
Thanks to the Sponsors  

 

Cathy Velenchik & Chaim Joy in memory of Cathy’s father Max Velenchik 



 

 
Purim Customs and Practices  

 

 When:  Purim begins on Monday, March 9 at night, and lasts through the day of Tuesday, 
March 10.  The fast of Esther is observed on Monday, March 9. 
 
 Work is permitted on Purim.  However, we usually spend most of the day in fulfillment of the 
various mitzvot of Purim, as will be enumerated below.   
 
 The Four Parshiot:  There are special Torah readings as the maftir during four shabbatot from the 
Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Adar until the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Nisan.  The Shabbat before 
Purim we read Parshat Zachor – remember – and this serves as an affirmation to remember the evil that 
occurred to the Jewish people in the past and a commitment to never forget, and never again allow geno-
cidal murder to take place.  According to most authorities, hearing this portion of the Torah read is one of 
the 613 mitzvot.  You are encouraged to be in shul on Shabbat morning, March 7 to fulfill this obligation. 
 

Ta’anit Ester – the fast of Esther:  We fast on the day before Purim in commemoration of the 
fasting that the Jews observed on the day of the battle.  The name of the fast is associated with Queen Es-
ther, as she had declared three days of a national fast before approaching the king to request the annul-
ment of Haman’s decree.  The fast is observed on Monday, March 9.  This fast is observed from morning to 
night, beginning at 6:02 am and ending at 7:46 pm.  It is customary not to eat until after the reading of the 
Megillah.  If you have special circumstances that may make it difficult to fast, or you need to eat before the 
reading of the Megillah, please consult with the rabbi. 
 
 Reading the Megillah:  It is a mitzvah to hear the Megillah, the scroll of Esther, read both at night 
and during the day of Purim.  At Beth David we will be reading the Megillah on Monday night, March 9 at 
7:45 pm and Tuesday morning, March 10 at 7:15 am, during Shacharit.  If you cannot make the early morn-
ing reading, you are invited to join for an additional reading at the shul at 5:30 pm, prior to the festive meal. 
 
 It is customary to contribute to synagogue maintenance before hearing the Megillah, in commemora-
tion of the machatzit hashekel, the three half shekels that were given each year in Adar for the maintenance 
of the holy Temple in Jerusalem.   
 
 Matanot La’evyonim – Gifts to the poor:  It is a mitzvah to give at least two gifts to each of 
two poor people on this day as Purim charity.  The rabbi will be collecting and distributing Purim charity to 
local Jewish poor through the Jewish Family Service and to the poor in Israel through the Od Yosef Chai 
organization.  Contributions for this purpose should be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund and please 
note how you wish your contribution to be divided, between local or Israel needs.  Contributions for local 
needs must be made by March 1, while gifts for Israeli poor may be made until the morning Megillah read-
ing. 
 
 Mishloach Manot – food gifts to friends:  Commonly known as shalach manos, we give at 
least 2 portions of ready-to-eat foods to at least one other person.  The mitzvah of sharing Purim joy 
through food is commendable, but more of our holiday funds should be allocated for gifts to the poor. 
 
 Seudat Purim – the Purim feast:  It is a mitzvah to participate in a festive meal on Purim day 
(not at night).  Beth David will conduct its annual Purim Seudah on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 pm.  See 
announcement in this issue! 
  
 Special prayers:  On ta’anit Esther we add special prayers and Torah reading at both the morning 
and afternoon services, as is customary for fast days.  On Purim we add al hanissim in Grace after meals 
and the amida.  If one forgets, it need not be repeated.  There is a special Torah reading in the morning, 
before the megillah reading.  The day after Purim is known as Shushan Purim and is the day that Purim is 
celebrated in Jerusalem.  We do not say tachanun in honor of day.   
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      Purim Schedule 

Ta’anit Ester 
 

Monday, March 9  Fast begins 6:02 am 
     Shacharit 7:am 
     Mincha 6:35 pm 
      
     Fast ends 7:46 pm 
    

 Purim  
Monday, March 9   Ma’ariv 7:40 pm 
      Megillah 7:45 pm 
Tuesday, March 10   Shacharit 6:50 am 
     Medgillah 7:15 am 
     Second reading 5:30 pm 
     Mincha 6:15 pm 
                                                      Purim Seudah 6:30 pm 
    Ma’ariv-following the Seudah 

Matanot La’evyonim – Purim Charity 
 

One of the mitzvot of Purim is to deliver gifts to the poor on Purim day.   Rabbi Silber will again dis-
tribute gifts to local needy through the Jewish Family Service, and to Israeli poor through the Od 
Yosef Chai charitable organization. 
 
Believe it or not, there are Jewish needy in our city and when they have received help at holiday 
time, they have expressed great thanks and satisfaction.  Purim, being a holiday dedicated to 
“simcha” – joy, requires us to assure that all Jews can rejoice.  The poor rejoice when they have the 
means to sustain their lives, leading to the importance placed on this mitzvah. 
 
In order to participate in this mitzvah, donations may be sent to the shul or given to the rabbi by 
March 1.  Donors are asked to mark their checks as “Purim charity” and specify whether they wish 
the money to be distributed locally or in Israel.  Contributions received after March 1 will be sent to 
Israel.  Those contributions may be made up to the megillah reading on Purim morning. 

Purim Seudah 
The Purim Seudah will be held on 

 Tuesday, March 10 – 6:30 pm 
Megillah Reading – 5:30 pm 

 
RSVP by Sunday, March 1                                                    $15 per adult 
Ruth Goldstein – 729-3712                                                    $7   for children under 
Beth David Office – 722-1793                                                            Bar/Bat Mitzvah age 
bethdavid@stny.rr.com                                                         $44 maximum per family 

mailto:bethdavid@stny.rr.com


 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
If you were not able to attend Sisterhood’s January meeting at the Broome Historical Society, 
you missed a really interesting afternoon. Roger Luther, Broome County Historian presented a 
slide lecture history of the Society and an overview of its collections and recent projects. We 
were also treated  to a tour which featured  some interesting artifacts  such as a safe from the  
Endicott Johnson  shoe  factory and  the  mechanical insides  of  an  early  fire  alarm  call box.  
As a surprise  Roger  did  a little research on Beth David  and  showed some interesting photos 
which had been  taken  during the construction of  our  current building as well as information  
concerning our previous  location. 
 
We hope you won’t miss out on the fun again. Be  sure to join us  at our next meeting on March 
11, at  7 pm ( the day  after Purim),  when appropriately enough  we  will learn  about   
Shushan Purim. Rivka Kellman has been spending many hours researching the topic so she will 
be able to answer all our questions about what Shushan Purim is, when we celebrate it (Spoiler 
alert! Our meeting is being held on Shushan Purim), why we celebrate it, how it is observed  
today, and many other interesting facts we probably never knew or certainly forgot. 
 
Hamantashen, courtesy of Lori Tuberman and her crew, is sure to be included on the refresh-
ment table. So please join us on Wednesday March 11 at 7 pm for what should be an education-
al evening, and a fun social gathering. 
 
Cathy Velenchik, Sisterhood co-president 

Give Double Chai 

To those who so generously come forward with their sponsorship donations, you are indeed the 

Chai in the ChaiLine. 

I would like to thank past, present, and future sponsors of the ChaiLine. You make it possible for 

our bulletin to be self-supporting. 

Be a sponsor to commemorate a birthday, anniversary, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, any simcha, a yahrtzeit or 

any sorrow. Be a sponsor to say thank you for good deeds done or Mitzvah cards received. What-

ever your reason, be a sponsor. 

Your donation of $36.00 (regular sponsor) $180.00 (Special Sponsor), or $18.00 (thank you), re-

ceived in the Shul office before the next deadline, (3/22/20) will be much appreciated. 

Chag Purim Sameach! 

Marlene Serkin, ChaiLine coordinator 
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MARCH MINYAN TIMES  
 
MORNINGS (times constant) 
 

Sunday      8:30 am 
                         
Monday – Friday    7:00 am 
*Except February 25,26; March 26:  6:50 am 
    
 
Shabbat     9:00 am 
 

Shabbbat Minch after Kiddush when possible 
 
EVENINGS (times constant) 
 
Monday—Thursday    7:00 pm 
  Until March 9 
 

EVENINGS (times vary) 
 
Friday and Shabbat  - by Request only 
Monday-Thursday beginning March 9 
 

Sunday, February 23    5:30 pm 
Sunday, March 1    5:40 pm 
Sunday, March 8     6:50 pm 
Mon-Tues, March 9-10 See Purim Schedule 
Wednesday—Thursday, March 11-12 6:50 pm 
Sunday-Thursday, March 15-19           6:55 pm 
Sunday-Thursday, March 22-26         7:05 pm 
Sunday - Thursday, March 29-April 2  7:10 pm 
Sunday—Tuesday, April 5-7               7:20 pm 
 

 
 

Mitzvah Fund 
 

Tova Kohn, 754-4297 or tova.kohn844@gmail.com 
 

Sisterhood acknowledges contributions to the Mitzvah Fund wishing: 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Larry & Rita Bleier on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Meira 
Marilyn Bell on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Gavriel 
Charlie Manasse on the beautiful Sunday breakfasts he provides 
Judy Silber on Shabbat Luncheons, Sisterhood refreshments and holiday food that she 
provides 
Marlene Serkin for all she does for the Shul & the Sisterhood 
Toby Kohn for all she does for the Shul & the Sisterhood 
 

Refuah Shelemah to:  
 

  Susan Gilinsky            Ruth Goldstein  Rabbi Zev Silber 
 

Condolences to: 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Roger Steinfeld in memory of father, Irving Factor 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Balaban in memory of father, Irving Factor 

mailto:tova.kohn844@gmail.com


 

 
Shabbat Luncheons (12:00 noon) 
March 14 
May 9 
June 13 
 

Events 
Monday, March 9 – Megillah Reading – 7:45 pm 
Tuesday, March 10 – Megillah Reading – 7:15 am & 5:30 pm  
Tuesday, March 10 -- Purim Seudah – 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 25 – Pre-Pesach Workshop -- 7:30 pm 
Monday, April 27 – Yom Haatzmaut Program – 7:45 pm 
Sunday, May 3 – Annual Dinner – Charlie Manasse, honoree -- 3:00 pm 
Thursday night, May, 28 – Shavuot Dinner – 9:00 pm 
Saturday, May 30 – Sisterhood Shavuot Luncheon – 12:00 noon 
 
Board Meetings – Thursdays 
March 19 – 6:00 pm 
April 23 – Annual Congregational Meeting – 6:00 pm 
May 21 – 7:00 pm 
June 18 – 7:15 pm 
 
Sisterhood Meetings – Wednesday, unless otherwise noted 
March 11, 2020 – 7:00 pm – Shushan Purim 
May 13, 2020 – 7:00 pm – Donor meeting 
June 10, 2020 – 7:00 pm – Closing Meeting 

Beth David Synagogue Meetings and Events: 2020 
 
Following is a list of Beth David Synagogue meetings and events for 2020. These 
dates have been confirmed on the Federation Community Calendar. However, they 
may be subject to change. Minyan times can be found in the ChaiLine and in the Re-
porter. 
Our Synagogue needs our support. Please make every effort to attend these meet-
ings and events. Beth David needs you.            

 
Pre-Pesach Workshop 

 
The Pre-Pesach workshop will be held on March 25

th
, at 

 
7:30 pm at Beth David. It will be led by 

 
Rabbi Zev Silber. All are welcome  
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    General Fund From:  

                   
Leon Kiev 

 Jeanne Kravitz in honor of the birth of Isaac Samuel Kohn 
Sydney Abramson 

Robert and Nancy Basmann in memory of Jeremy Ullmann 
Richard and Lori Lewis 
Ben and Susan Ansell 

Shirley Raff 
Ahren Edison in honor of the Kohn’s 

Eric and Seena Pleet:  in memory of Dora Feuer 
Rika and Steven Katz 

Steven Feuer in memory of Marlene Schneider 
  

                           Shabbat Kiddush Luncheon Fund 
 Nancy Basmann 

Harold and Toby Kohn in honor of the birth of their grandson, Isaac Samuel 
Shirley Raff in memory of Barry Raff 

Richard and Naomi Shore in honor of Charles Rubin 
Rabbi Barry Baron 

Kathie Shelly to commemorate Tu B’shevat 

      
 
Mazel Tov to Marilyn Bell on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Gavriel, son of Jen & David Bell. The Bar Mitzvah was 
celebrated in Passaic, on February 8. 
 
 Mazel Tov to Rita and Larry Bleier on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Meira, daughter of Rabbi Josh and Betha-
ny Strulowitz. Meira’s Bat Mitzvah was also celebrated in Passaic, on February 9. 
 
Susan & Gerry Hubal returned from a 6 week stay in Florida. During their stay, they bumped into Marcy & Gabi Yonaty 
and Harold & Meryl Sasnowitz — bringing back regards from both couples. 
  
Ahren Edison sponsored a Shabbat Kiddush to honor the birthday of his father, Sheldon Edison,  prior to Sheldon’s an-
nual winter departure to Florida. The kiddush was enjoyed by all. 

 

Michael and Susan Wright and Kerry Wright combined business with pleasure when they enjoyed the sights and sounds 
of New Orleans. Their ten-day journey was a pleasant winter break. 
 
During their week in Orlando, Meryl and Harold Sasnowitz attended a music program with college friends they visited. 
They happened upon audience members Susan and Gerry Hubal, who were also visiting west coast Florida friends. 
What a nice surprise it was all around. 

 

The Beth David family appreciates all news. Please e-mail me at  
eleatic_stranger@hotmail.com to share your news.  
 
Thank you, 
Gina Santiago 
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