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Another name for Rosh Hashanah is Yom Hazikaron – the day of remembrance.  God remembers 
our   actions of the past year and makes decisions regarding what the future year will bring.  We 
beg Him to also remember the actions of our patriarchs and matriarchs and their commitment to 
Him, and in their merit to bless us with a good year. 
 
We are also required to remember the past year and judge ourselves as to our worthiness to merit 
God’s blessings.  This process should begin way before Rosh Hashanah, during the month of El-
lul, and needs to continue through Yom Kippur and beyond.  For me, I always know that I fall very 
short of the expectations that I, and God, had of me, and I need to resolve to do better.  I pray that 
God gives me the strength, and the opportunity, to improve by granting me another year of bless-
ing. 
 
But we also remember the last year of High Holiday services, worries and tribulations.  Even 
though our efforts to defeat the pandemic seemed to be working, we were still very nervous about 
getting together in enclosed spaces and spending a significant amount of time at services near 
other people.  Wearing masks and observing social distancing from others seemed to be effective.  
Yet, we also greatly limited the     numbers who could attend the services, greatly reduced the 
length of services, kept singing to a minimum, and sounded the shofar as it was outdoors.   
 
I remember how strange these services felt, and how heartfelt my prayers for our personal safety 
and the safety of the entire nation and world, consumed my prayers and observances. 
 
Then, the unthinkable happened.  On Erev Sukkot, just an hour before the beginning of the holi-
day, the report of the swift and meteoric rise in COVID cases in our community, forced us to close 
our doors again.  I remember how frustrated I was in making this decision, how fearful I became, 
how depressed I was being unable to be in shul for a holiday as beautiful as Sukkot. 
 
And I also remember how God answered our prayers with the development of vaccines a few 
months later.  It took a while for most of us to get vaccinated.  Looking forward to that opportunity 
made life a little more bearable.  After the vaccination I breathed a sigh of relief, and immediately, 
right there in the hospital,    uttered a prayer of thanksgiving to God.  The prayer was also a peti-
tion that this be a good protection for me and that others have the opportunity to protect them-
selves. 
 
Our prayers were answered!  Slowly, shul began to reopen and we thought that the end of the 
plague was near.   



FROM THE RABBI CONTINUED 
 
God said – not so fast!  We are witnessing a new spread of the plague.  Even though we are promised the booster shot 
to provide even greater protection, we still have not ended the suffering of many, and the fear of most of us.  We need to 
remember this as we approach the High Holidays, and during the prayers that we will utter on these days.  We need to 
resolve to evaluate our actions and reflect in our hearts that perhaps we have not yet done the changes that God wants 
to see.  We need to commit ourselves even more towards helping our fellow human beings, getting more connected to 

God, his torah and the observance of mitzvot.  Perhaps then, God will resolve to rid our planet of this pandemic and 
we will merit having a year of life, health, prosperity and peace. 
 
From my family to yours, I wish you … 
 
Lashana Tova Taikateivu v’teichateimu! 
 
Rabbi Zev Silber 

Beth David Family 

Mazal Tov to Elisa Alweis on her engagement to Melech Lapson of Chicago. Elisa, the daughter of Miriam and Aaron 

Alweis, grew up in the warmth of our Beth David Family. From an early age, Elisa was a presence at shul, whether by 

her mother’s side during davening, under her abba’s tallit during duchening, or as an NCSY leader. We wish a hearty 

Mazal Tov to the entire Alweis mishpacha. Elisheva Morell, daughter of Beth and Avi Morell of Monsey is engaged to 

Avraham Meir Kreismen of Chicago. Mazal Tov to the Morell family, including Bubby Marion Morell. The Morell   

family also shepped lots of nachat at the recent Bat Mitzvah of Dina Goder, the daughter of Dovid and Yehudit Goder 

and the niece of Russell and Sima Morell Kelner 

Tziviah and Maish Staiman of Florida happily announced the wedding of their son Ellie to Esti Myers of Baltimore. 

Newlyweds Danielle and Donnovan Lyons of NJ recently graced Beth David with their presence on a summer      

Shabbat. It was an especially freilech Shabbat as Hadassah and Dan Gold and their daughter Tziona of Tzsvat were in  

Binghamton as were a number of Alweis Family members. In town were Rivka and Dan Alweis and their children, 

who were visiting from their home in Rehovot, and Elisa Alweis with her soon to be chiatan Melech Lapson. That 

week’s kiddush was co-sponsored by the Alweis family and the Silber family. Judy and Rabbi Zev Silber marked the 

graduation of several grandchildren as well bidding l’hitraot to their grandchildren Avi and Shayna, children of       

Elie Silber, who headed to Israel for a learning experience in our homeland. This year the Silbers will have eight 

grandchildren in Israel. 

Mazal Tov to Mel Rozen of Florida on the birth of his 34th greatgrandchild. 

Marilyn Bell spent several summer days with her daughter Rachel and husband Michael Fineman in Passaic. Harold 

and I enjoyed chatting with Marilyn and Rachel at the Fineman home. We were also fortunate to join SarahLynne 

and Ami Adamit for dinner in Teaneck. While in the states to visit their children, the Adamits managed a California 

side trip to see extended family. 

Roz and Harry Wiesel delighted in their usual busy season in Beaver Lake, Monticello. Their children Naomi and Ellie 

Katz of Boca Raton and their children refreshed for a month at the summer place, and their granddaughter Mia, 

daughter of Elisa and Jordan Gurevich of CT, spent her vacation as a CIT in Beaver Lake’s camp. David and Yocheved 

Wiesel and their family also summer at Beaver Lake, so it was a grand family time. 

Condolences to Dina Berg Cotton upon the passing of her husband, Yosef. During past visits to Gussie AH and Jimmy 

AH Berg in Binghamton, Yosef, a sofer, often repaired our aging Torahs. Condolences to the entire Berg family. 

K’tiva v’chatima tova. May you and those you hold dear be inscribed and written for a good year. 

Remember to send me your family news, 

Meryl Sasnowitz – msasnowitz@gmail.com 



From The President 
 
Just a few weeks ago we were hopeful and pretty confident that the High Holidays at Beth David would be 
held mask free allowing us to forget what we endured last year. Here we are again having to mask up and 
distance when at Shul. I am trying to desperately focus on anything positive so at least we hope to be in 
the synagogue for the holidays. Concentrating on positive things, we have had a minyan for many weeks 
for Shabbat Services. 
 
I want to sincerely thank Benny Kellman for walking from Vestal and back for many weeks to be with us 
on Shabbat. He has helped out with Torah reading and conducting services and has a great voice! Thank 
you, Benny, it is very appreciated by us all. 
 
I want to welcome back Rabbi Moshe Shmaryahu returning from Israel, just in time to be our cantor for 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 
Thank you to all the sisterhood woman who prepare the kiddish after services, it makes us feel that we are 
getting back to some normalcy and it is such a pleasurable time. 
 
The Shul building is fine shape other than a few masonry issues that I hope will be addressed in a short 
period of time. Right now, finding reputable help is a problem, hopefully that will get better in the near fu-
ture. 
 
I want to wish the entire congregation a Happy and Healthy New Year!! There is one thing that I am cer-
tain about this year and that is that we have a lot to pray for. 
 
Saba Wiesner, President 

Give Double Chai to the ChaiLine 

 

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the year 5782 and Volume LXIII (63) of the ChaiLine. Over the 
years much has changed with our bulletin, but the goal has always been to bring you information and news 
of Beth David and its extended family. 
 
Your sponsorship has helped us reach this goal without putting a drain on the synagogue budget. Your 
$36.00 donation, arriving at the shul office before the deadline of the next issue (11/14/21) makes you a 
sponsor. A donation of $180.00 makes you a Special Sponsor, and a thank you note can be printed for 
$18.00. 
 
Again, I want to thank past and present sponsors and remind you that sponsors are always needed for our 
future issues. Contact me at 607-729-3235 or mserkin@stny.rr.com, or send in your information along with 
your check, to the shul office before the deadline, to be included. 

May you all be inscribed for a year of good health and peace. 
 
Marlene Serkin 

Thanks to Our Sponsors 
 
Marcy & Gabi Yonaty in memory of Sophie Slutzker (Marcy’s mother) & Mina Yonaty (Gabi’s mother) 
 
Rika & Steve Katz Shana Tova to everyone at Beth David and in loving memory of Marie Werner (3 
Tishrei 5781). 
 
Paula & Charles Rubin wishing Miriam & Aaron Alweis Mazel Tov on the birth of their latest 2 grand-
sons, and of Elisa’s engagement to Melech 
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High Holidays Customs and Practices 
 

 The month of Elul:  A month before Rosh Hashanah we begin preparing for the Day of Judgment.  We blow 
the shofar each weekday morning, with the exception of Erev Rosh Hashanah, and add Psalm 27 into our prayers each 
morning and evening, in order to begin awakening within us feelings of repentance. 
 
 Selichot:  Penitential prayers are recited each weekday morning until Yom Kippur.  We begin reciting these 
prayers at a special service on Saturday night, August 28.  In order to make it possible for more people to attend, the 
Selichot service will begin at 10:00 pm. 
 
 Erev Rosh Hashanah:  Keeping promises is a requirement in Judaism.  In order to start the year with a clean 
slate, many have the custom to nullify vows they may have made, and have forgotten about or due to changed         
circumstances have been unable to fulfill, before a tribunal of 3 men.  Some wait until Erev Yom Kippur to observe this 
custom.  Men customarily go to the Mikveh and the Beth David Mikveh will be available during the day for this pur-
pose. 
 
 Rosh Hashanah:  The celebration of the New Year commemorates the creation of the world.  Also known as 
Yom Hazikaron (the Day of Remembrance) and Yom Hadin (the Day of Judgment), we stand before God and pray that 
we be granted another year of life and good health.  The main mitzvah of the day is the requirement to hear the sound-
ing of the shofar on both days of Rosh Hashanah.  It is customary to dip our challah in honey, eat apples dipped in hon-
ey at the evening meals, and eat a new fruit of the second night of Rosh Hashanah.  Various other foods are eaten on 
Rosh Hashanah that symbolize our hopes for the coming year.  Tashlich is recited on the first afternoon of Rosh    
Hashanah (if the first day of Rosh Hashanah occurs on Shabbat, Tashlich is differed to the second day) by a pool of    
water that preferably has fish in it.  These prayers are symbolic of the casting away of our mistakes.   
 
 Shabbat Shuvah: “The Shabbat of Repentance” is the name given to the Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, taken from the opening phrase of the haftarah.  It is customary for the rabbi to present a lecture on the 
topic of repentance, which is attended by men and women. 
 
 Tzom Gedaliah:  This fast day observed the day after Rosh Hashanah was instituted in commemoration of the 
assassination of Gedaliah Ben Achikam, the Governor of Israel during the days of Nebuchadnetzar King of Babylonia.  
As a result of  Gedaliah's death, the final vestiges of Judean autonomy after the Babylonian conquest were destroyed, 
many thousands of Jews were slain, and the remaining Jews were driven into final exile.  The fast is observed from 
dawn until night. 
 
 Erev Yom Kippur:  We prepare for atonement by performing the custom of Kaparot with the money given to 
the poor.  It is customary to increase our gifts to charity and for men to immerse in the Mikveh.  The Beth David Mikveh 
will be open for this purpose.  A festive meal is completed before the beginning of Kol Nidrei.  Candles lasting the entire 
holiday are lit for deceased parents. 
 
 Yom Kippur:  A day of prayer and introspection, we refrain from bodily pleasure and devote ourselves to             
spirituality.  We restrict ourselves from eating and drinking, washing, applying oils or lotions to the skin, marital         
relations, and wearing leather shoes.  In case of medical needs, please consult the rabbi.  Yizkor is recited during the 
morning service.  All Shabbat   prohibitions apply on Yom Kippur. 
 
 Sukkot:  Also known as z’man simchateinu, the holiday of joy, we celebrate the successful conclusion of Yom 
Kippur with 2 special mitzvot.  We erect and dwell in a Sukkah for the entire 7 days, and the mitzvah is observed       
primarily by eating all regular meals in the structure.  We gather the special 4 species, the etrog, lulav (palm branch), 
hadasim (myrtle), and aravot (willow), wave them during Hallel and march around the synagogue each day during 
Hoshanot services, except for Shabbat.  If you need advice on Sukkah construction, please consult the rabbi.  The 4   
species may be ordered through the synagogue office. 
 
  



 
HIGH HOLIDAY CUSTOMS AND PRACTICES CONTINUED 

 
 

. Hoshana Rabba:  The seventh day of Sukkot is marked by walking around the synagogue 7 times holding the 
4 species and special prayers for water are recited after which we beat the aravot.  This day is considered the day 
when the final judgment for the year is sealed; therefore, synagogue attendance is strongly encouraged.  Due to its 
solemn nature, some have the custom of studying Torah the night before. 
 
 Shmini Atzeret:  A special holiday added after Sukkot, there are no special ritual symbols on this day.  Tefillat     
Geshem – the prayer for rain – is a solemn addition to the Musaf service.  Most continue to eat all meals in the sukkah.  
We no longer wave the 4 species.  Yizkor is recited during the morning service. 
 
 Simchat Torah:  On this day we conclude the yearly cycle of Torah reading, and we rejoice and dance with 
the     Torah scrolls.  A uniquely festive and joyous event, the hakafot (dancing with the Torah) are performed both in 
the evening and morning.  Children and adults alike enjoy the festivities and celebration 

   MORNINGS (times constant) 
    
Sunday                                                                 8:30 am 
 
Monday – Friday     7:00 am 
 Except August 30-September 3, September                   
9,10,13,14;           October 6,7; November 5:        6:50 am 
 Except: September 6:                               8 :00 am 
 Except September 7,8:                      8:15 am 
 Except September 16,21,22,28,29:  9:00 am 
 
Shabbat                                           9:30 am 
               Except September 25:                        9:00 am 
 
Shabbat Mincha          after Kiddush when possible  
         Maariv – by request only 
   
EVENINGS (times constant) 
 
Monday – Thursday  
 Beginning October 11 -                    7:00 pm 
   
   

EVENINGS (times vary) 
         Friday and Shabbat – by Request only 
  
Sunday – Thursday, August 22-26            7:30 pm 
Sun. – Thur., August 29- September 2          7:20 pm 
Sunday, September 5       7:15 pm 
Monday – Wednesday, September 6-8, 15-16 

See Holiday Schedule 
Sunday, September 19             6:50 pm 
Thursday, September 23             6:45 pm 
Sunday, September 26            6:40 pm 
Tuesday, September 28  See Holiday Schedule 
Thursday, September 30            6:30 pm 
Sunday – Thursday, October 3-7                      6:20 pm 
Sunday, October 10         6:15 pm 
Sunday, October 17         6:05 pm 
Sunday, October 24         5:55 pm 
Sunday, October 31         5:45 pm 
Sunday, November 7         4:35 pm 
Sunday, November 14         4:30 pm 
Sunday, November 21         4:20 pm 
 

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER MINYAN TIMES 



HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

  
 
Selichot – Saturday, August 28 
 Selichot service    10:00 pm 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
 
 
Monday, September 6   Candle lighting    7:10 pm  
   Mincha       7:10 pm 
Tuesday, September 7    Shacharit     8:15 am 
       Shofar  10:45 am
  Tashlich at Confluence Park              6:20 pm 
     Mincha      7:10 pm 
  Candle lighting after     8:08 pm 
Wednesday, September 8  Shacharit    8:15 am 
   Shofar   10:45 am 
   Mincha       7:10 pm 
   Yom Tov ends    8:07 pm 
 
 

 Tzom Gedaliah – Fast of Gedalya 
 
 
Thursday, September 9         Fast begins  5:12 am 
       Fast ends  8:05 pm 
 

Shabbat Shuvah 
 
Friday, September 10 Candle lighting   7:03 pm 
Shabbat, September 11   Shacharit   9:30 am 
 Shabbat Shuvah Lecture during Kiddush 
   Shabbat ends  8:02 pm 
 

 
Aseret Yemai Teshuvah - Days of Repentence 

 
Sunday, September 12  
Service at Holocaust Memorial Monument 10:30 am 
 Cemetery visitations following –  
           approximately 11:00 pm – 12:00 pm 
 
 

 
Yom Kippur 

 
Wednesday, September 15 
 Candle Lighting before  6:54 pm 
   Fast begins 6:54 pm 
   Kol Nidrei 6:55 pm 
Thursday, September 16  Shacharit  9:00 am 
     Yizkor                 12:15 pm  
   Mincha                5:00 pm 
  Shofar – fast ends 7:53 pm 
 
                Sukkot 
 
Monday, September 20  
     Candle Lighting   6:45 pm 
Tuesday, September 21  Shacharit  9:00 am 
  Candle lighting after 7:44 pm 
Wednesday, September 22 Shacharit 9:00 am 
   Yom Tov ends 7:42 pm 
 
  Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot 
 
Friday, September 24 Candle Lighting  6:38 pm 
Shabbat, September 25  Shacharit  9:00 am 
   Shabbat ends 7:37 pm 
 
  Hoshana Rabba 
 
Monday, September 27 Shacharit  6:30 am 
 
 Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah 
 
Monday, September 27 
  Candle Lighting   6:33 pm 
Tuesday, September 28 Shacharit  9:00 am 
   Yizkor               10:45 am 
   Mincha     6:35 pm 
  Candle lighting after 7:31 pm 
  Ma’ariv and Hakafot 7:30 pm 
Wednesday, September 29 Shacharit 9:00 am 
   Hakafot  9:45 am 
   Yom Tov ends 7:30 pm 



                                                         Contributions 
 
Meryl & Harold Sasnowitz in memory of Ruth & Bob Groh 
 
Gerald & Susan Hubal in honor of Tony Preus’ 85

th
 Birthday 

 
Alan & Julie Piaker                   Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber             Hal Waldman 
 
Aaron & Miriam Alweis             Daniel & Hadassah Gold            Sandra Boysick 
          

                                                                      Shul Beautiful 
 
Ruth & Edward Sacher in honor of Marlene Serkin’s 90

th
 birthday 

     

  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUKKOT KIDDUSHES 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer, but now our thoughts turn to the High Holidays. 

No one can predict what COVID restrictions might be in place this year, but we are optimistic, 

and are making plans for our Sukkot Kiddushes. 

So, once again phone calls will soon be made asking if you will be willing to help set up Kid-

dushes in the Sukkah and clean up afterwards. 

The more volunteers we get, the less work it will be for each of us, so please be generous with 

your time. Due to our dwindling numbers, everyone will be asked to help more than once if pos-
sible. 

So, when your phone rings, please answer YES I will help. 

We wish everyone a L’ Shanna Tova Tikatavu, a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

Thank you in advance. 

Cathy Velenchik, Holiday Kiddush Co-chair 

 

 

SISTERHOOD 

The Sisterhood opening meeting is scheduled for October 13, at 7:00 pm, at the Synagogue. 

Rivkah Kellman will be presenting a program on the Matriarchs. If, because of Covid-19 and the 
Delta Variance, we have to make changes, you will be notified. 

On behalf of Sisterhood we send you our wishes for Happy and Healthy New Year. 

 



Mitzvah Fund 
Tova Kohn, 754-4297 or tova.kohn844@gmail.com 

 
Sisterhood acknowledges contributions to the Mitzvah Fund wishing: 

 
Mazal Tov to: 
Aaron & Miriam Alweis on Elisa's engagement to Melech. 
 
Celia Klin on being named Provost at Binghamton University. 
 
Gabi & Marcy Yonaty in honor of their granddaughter's becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 
 
Judith Ginsberg with wishes for good health and a Happy New Year. 
 
Rabbi Binyamin Kellman in deep appreciation for his wonderful davening and leining of Torah     
during Rabbi Silber's vacation. 
 
Refuah Shelemah to: 
Robert Kutz 
Fred & Sondra Weitsman 
Alan & Marsha Grass 
 
Condolences to: 
Dina Berg Cotton on the loss of her husband, Yosef. 
 
(As of September 1, 2021, the cost for a Mitzvah Card to be sent is minimum donation of $3:00.) 

 
SERVICE AT MEMORIAL MONUMENT AND CEMETERY VISITATIONS 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

The Memorial Monument was a project of the Get Together Club, erected in November 1952, for all those 
who died during the Holocaust and had no proper burial or even marking of a grave. The monument was dedi-
cated on Sunday, November 9, 1952, in Temple Israel Cemetery.  Over 250 names were in a copper box bur-
ied at the foot of the monument. The Get Together Club asked all the local rabbis to cite prayers at the unveil-
ing of the monument.   Each year thereafter, on the Sunday in between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the 
Get Together Club sponsored a memorial service at the monument, with area rabbis taking turns at leading the 
service.  Following the memorial prayers, one of the German Jews would read the list of names written on the 
scrolls. These services continued for over 20 years, well into the late 1970s.    But then ended.   
 
Interest in reviving the service at the memorial monument as a community event was made known at the Fed-
eration’s Super Sunday in 2015, and the Federation sponsored a service.  We will be continuing this tradition 
at a service that will be held on Sunday, September 12, the Sunday between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  
The traditional Beth David cemetery visits will be held the same day following the community service, and 
Rabbi Silber will be available to assist you in reciting the memorial prayers.  If this time is not convenient for 
you, please contact the Rabbi to make alternative arrangements.  The following is the schedule for the day: 
 

10:30:  Community service at Memorial Monument 
11:00 – 12:00:  Visitations at Beth David cemetery 
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How to Contact Your Rabbi 
 
Rabbi Silber’s office hours will be:  Tuesdays, 10:00 am -12:00 noon. 
 
Please feel free to stop by at these times, even without an appointment.  If you need to consult with the rabbi and 
these times are not convenient for you, please call Rabbi Silber and you can work out a mutually acceptable time. 
 
Occasionally these hours need to change, and changes are listed in the weekly announcement sheet distributed each 
Shabbat at services. 
 
If you need to contact the rabbi, there are several ways that this can be done: 

 Call the shul office (722-1793) and leave a message.  Messages left on the shul office answer machine are not 
checked daily.  The options below will get a quicker response. 
If it is not urgent, you can e-mail the rabbi at rabbisilber@stny.rr.com 
In case of emergency, you can call or text the rabbi’s cell phone:  Rabbi Silber can be reached at 607-761-7098. 

SHABBAT LUNCHEONS TO BEGIN AGAIN – SECOND SHABBAT OF EACH MONTH 
 

As of this writing, we are planning to continue with restarting Beth David by reviving our Shabbat 

Luncheon in October.  Having cancelled the program for the last year and a half due to COVID-19 safe-

ty requirements, we believe that is now safe to start them again.  We will continue to monitor the 

COVID-19 developments and if we feel the need to make any changes, this will be announced in our 

Weekly Updates which are sent by e-mail each Thursday. 

 
We are indeed proud of our monthly Kiddush luncheons, held the second Shabbat of each month, which are free and 

open to the entire community.  This program has been very successful.  We have excellent attendance at services and 

at lunch and we have had the opportunity of hearing varied presentations by wonderful and competent speakers, mem-

ber of our shul, experts in the community and guests. 

 

This program has created an aura of excitement within the Beth David community and the Jewish community at large.  

Attendees attest to the friendly welcome they receive, the fine food and the quality of the educational and social expe-

rience that this program affords. 

 

However, we rely on sponsorships and contributions to cover the costs of the lunch and we are at the point where we 

may not be able to have a lunch every month this year.  We appeal to your generous spirit to sponsor a luncheon, or 

partially sponsor one, or contribute any amount large or small to the special Shabbat Luncheon Fund as these can 

only be held if there is no obligation to the shul budget.  Please help us keep this wonderful Shabbat program going at 

our shul.  To arrange a sponsorship or to suggest a guest speaker, please contact Saba Wiesner, president, or the     

rabbi. 

 

The first Shabbat Luncheon of the new year will be held on Shabbat, October 9.    They will be held the second Shab-

bat of each month thereafter through June 13, 2020, except April 2022 because of the close proximity to Pesach.  Please 

support this program, join us and bring family and friends. 
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