39 Riverside Dr
Binghamton, NY 13905
E-mail: bethdavid@stny.rr.com
Web Site:BethDavid.org
607-722-1793
Marlene Serkin,Coordinator

CHAILINE
“The Bulletin of Beth David Synagogue”
VOLUME LXIII ISSUE 5
Shavuot, 2022-5782

FROM THE RABBI
Elsewhere in this ChaiLine there is a listing of some of our members or their extended family, or other people associated with Beth David
who are celebrating graduations at this season. I and the entire extended Beth David family rejoice with the graduates on their achievement and take pride in their accomplishments.
I believe that there is message in our celebration of Shavuot that is very relevant to our graduates, as well as to us.
Just a few weeks ago we celebrated Pesach, the holiday of the creation of an independent Jewish nation and our redemption from slavery
in Egypt. The freedom that we experienced was such a momentous event that it merits being marked with the most broadly celebrated
holiday on the national calendar. We can only imagine the sense of relief that people experience when given the freedom and right to
choose what to do and to no longer be answerable to another human being. The end of oppression, discrimination, and forced labor brings
so much joy.
Sadly, we are also aware that this feeling of freedom can sometimes be short lived. So often in human history, those who have been freed
are taken captive again. They are not given the ability to remain free, they are discriminated against still and again, and the joy that was
initially celebrated dissipates.
Even when this does not occur, just living a free life without a higher purpose actually becomes slavery and oppression all over again.
Therefore, after 7 weeks of the Jewish nation enjoying the taste and feel of freedom, God brings us to Mount Sinai, has us experience revelation, and gives us the Torah. Freedom can only be meaningful if one has goals to achieve, if a people use the hard gained freedom to
raise themselves to a higher level and work towards making the world a better place where no one, not only themselves, can achieve that
dream.
For us, the Torah sets those goals. We are directed to become a light unto the nations of the world that teaches morality and equality for
all. The Torah prescription of how to accomplish that is by establishing a set of behaviors and laws that encompass both a spiritual relation with God and a loving relationship with other people.
By striving to achieve these goals, we have been able to endure the loss of physical freedom during the long years of exile and discrimination that followed the destruction of the Temple nearly 2,000 years ago. They have enabled the Jewish people to rise from the ashes of the
Shoah and reestablish a flourishing Jewish life in the land of Israel. That has been the crucial ingredient in our survival as a nation and a
people.
For those celebrating graduation, the joy of successfully completing your educational goals must only be the beginning. If you wish to see
this achievement have meaning, you must set goals for yourselves that will use the skills that you have gained and the ideas that you have
learned to bring betterment to mankind. It is OK to spend some moments enjoying what accomplished and celebrating the completion of
study. Remember that this moment of joy will soon dissipate and lose all meaning if you don’t set a higher purpose for yourself.
The Exodus must lead to the acceptance of the Torah. Graduation must lead to the betterment of the world. I wish all of you, and the
entire congregation a Chag Sameach!
Rabbi Zev Silber

From The President
Let’s start on a high -- the Beth David Dinner--- after two years we finally had a lovely celebration!
From all that I heard, I was not there because of Covid, it was a very successful event.
Mazel Tov to our Honoree Charlie Manasse!
A successful event takes weeks of planning and many people in our shul put much time and energy into the event. I want to sincerely thank Toby and Harold Kohn our chairpersons, who worked
tirelessly in planning the Dinner and to all the volunteers who helped to make the Dinner a memorable occasion that it always is.
As President I want to inform our congregation that the state of Beth David Synagogue is good.
Over the many months that we have struggled with Covid we never lost sight of a single issue at
our shul. We have our monthly meetings and reports from all of our committees. All is in good order and functioning properly. There have been maintenance issues with leaks in the flat roofs but
all repairs have been made except one in the office. The office ceiling has been a challenge but is
under control.
A few months ago, we installed an air filtration system in the sanctuary to cleanse the air from
many viruses including Covid. Anyone who would like more information about this system can
contact me. We continue to have police presence on Shabbos morning services and all other
events at the shul. Panic buttons are in all areas with large red exclamation points to be easily
seen. All these measures are for our protection and I am always open to discuss new ideas.
I want to thank my Board of Trustees and especially our Rabbi for everything that we do together
for continuing to keep our beautiful shul going.

Hopefully soon if only Covid would allow, we can begin to have our monthly luncheons and speakers. Have a beautiful Shavuot Holiday.
Saba Wiesner, President

Contributions
General Fund
In memory of Paula Rubin:
William & Susan Baumlin
Endre & Aniko Sarkany
Sandra Wiener
Shirley Tamulis

Marilyn Bell
Patricia Augostini
Sandra Boysick
Steven Feuer

In memory of Howard Buschman by Kevin Raff
In honor of Charlie Manasse by Dr. Jerrod Schwartz
In honor of Charlie Manasse by Rabbi David Serkin
Aaron & Miriam Alweis

Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber

Ken & Janet Wilson
Elaine Belman Trust
Kevin Raff

When: Shavuot begins on Saturday, June 4th at night, and lasts through the day of Monday,
June 6 .
th

Candle Lighting: As with every Yom Tov, we light candles each night of the holiday, reciting
the 2 brachot – one for the holiday (l’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov) and the Shehecheyanu. Shehecheyanu is
also recited at the end of Kiddush.
Special Note When Shavuot Begins as Shabbat Ends: No preparations for Shavuot may be
made until Shabbat is over, this year at 9:17 pm, and until after a statement of havdalah is recited – Baruch
Hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh – Blessed is He who differentiates between the holiness of Shabbat and the
holiness of the holiday. At this time you may light candles for Shavuot (see above for the blessings).
Remember to keep a long-lasting candle burning from before Shabbat from which to light the
holiday candles, since a new fire may not be created on the holiday. The regular holiday kiddush is
recited on Saturday night, with the addition of havdalah towards the end. Havdalah is recited on the same
cup of wine used for kiddush and includes the blessing for fire (use your Yom Tov candles that are already
lit instead of a havdalah candle, since you cannot extinguish the candle) and the blessing of havdalah,
followed by Shehecheyanu. No spices are used during havdalah. On the second night, recite the regular
holiday kiddush without additions.
Tikkun Leil Shavuot: Since Shavuot commemorates the revelation at Mount Sinai and the
acceptance of the Torah, there is a beautiful, time-honored custom to stay awake the entire night of the first
day of Shavuot and study Torah.
Megillat Rut: There is a custom to read the scroll of Ruth on the second day of Shavuot.
Ruth, who was a convert, accepted the Torah just as the Jews did at Sinai. She was also the great
grandmother of King David, who was born, and died, on Shavuot. We read the megillah before the Torah
service.
Yizkor: Yizkor is recited on the second day of Shavuot after the Torah reading.
Dairy Foods: There is a custom to eat dairy foods on Shavuot. Thus, the annual Beth David
Sisterhood Shavuot lunch on the second day of Shavuot will be dairy. Presently, there is no plan to host the
luncheon even though the shul is open for services. If the plan changes, I will notify you by e-mail.

Thank You to Our Sponsors
Cathy Velenchik & Chaim Joy in memory of Patricia Feher, Cathy’s friend since 7th grade.
Marcy Yonaty in memory of my friend Lucille Muro Foley

Thank You
Thank you for your kind wishes during our Covid experience.
Saba & Michael Wiesner

Shavuot Schedule and Shabbat Schedule
PLEASE NOTE: AT THE PRESENT TIME, BETH DAVID ONLY HAS MINYAN ON SHABBAT AND HOLIDAY
MORNINGS, AS NOTED BELOW. A MINYAN AT OTHER TIMES MAY POSSIBLY BE ARRANGED, UPON
REQUEST. PLEASE CONTACT THE RABBI.

Friday, May 27

candle lighting

Shabbat, May 28

Friday, June 3

8:11 pm

Shacharit

9:30 am

Shabbat ends

9:12 pm

candle lighting
8:16 pm
Blessing: L’hadlik ner shel Shabbat

Shacharit
9:30 am
candle lighting after
9:17 pm
Blessing: L’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov and
Shehecheyanu
Havdalah is incorporated into the Kiddush

Friday, June 17

candle lighting

Shabbat, June 18 Shacharit
Shabbat ends
Friday, June 24

Shacharit
9:30 am
Candle lighting after
9:17 pm
Blessing: L’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov and
Shehecheyanu

Monday, June 6

Shacharit
Yizkor
approximately
Sisterhood Luncheon cancelled
Yom Tov ends
Havdalah on wine or grape juice only

Friday, June 10

candle lighting

Shabbat, June 11

9:00 am
10:50 am
9:19 pm

9:30 am
9:24 pm

candle lighting

8:25 pm

Shabbat., June 25 Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:30 am
9:26 am

Friday,. July 1

candle lighting

8:25 pm

Shabbat, July 2

Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:23 am
9:25 pm

Friday, July 8

candle lighting

8:23 pm

Shabbat, July 9

Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:30 am
9:23 pm

Friday, July 15

candle lighting

8:19 pm

Shabbat, July 16

Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:30 am
9:19 pm

Friday, July 22

candle lighting

8:14 pm

Shabbat, July 23

Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:30 am
9:14 pm

Shabbat, June 4

Sunday, June 5

8:23 pm

8:20 pm

Shacharit
Shabbat ends

9:30 am
9:21 pm

Give Double Chai to the ChaiLine
Pesach is over, spring is here. Is wonderful to see the green grass and the colorful flowers, and feel
the warm sun again.
On behalf of Beth David, I want to thank those of you who have heeded the plea and become sponsors of our ChaiLine. You are what keep us going.
You can be a sponsor for a minimum donation of $36.00 sent to the shul before the next deadline
(07/17/2022). Write ChaiLine on the memo line, and include your message. Some reasons to sponsor include births, bar/bat mitzvahs, birthdays, anniversaries, commemorating a yahrtzeit, a new job,
or any other occurrence or just to be a sponsor.
A thank you message can be printed for a donation of $18.00. Our $180.00 Special Sponsors get
special recognition for their generous contribution.
We hope to hear from you soon and number you among our contributors.
Chag Sameach!
Marlene Serkin

SISTERHOOD
Members and Friends of Sisterhood,
We hope you are well. It is once again time to reflect upon the past year.
Sisterhood’s first meeting of the season was held in October when Rivka Kellman spoke about women in the bible.
In November our paid-up membership luncheon was cancelled, but we co-sponsored the annual Mega Challah Bake at Binghamton
University.
In December we held a post Chanukah zoom party, and In January we were co- sponsors of a 2-hour virtual tour of Auschwitz.
In February we were invited to join with Temple Concord’s Sisterhood for “American Values, Religious Voices:

100 Days, 100 Letters.

I March hamantoshin were baked, Sisterhood held a virtual Purim celebration with entertainment by the Kellman Family Players, and Rabbi Zev Silber educated us about the origins of Chad Gadya.
Regrettably, also in March Sisterhood’s Chevra Kadisha committee prepared a meal of consolation after the passing of

Paula Rubin.

Our May donor meeting became a stay-at-home fund raiser. (Donor checks may be sent to Kerry Wright, 9 Beethoven St. ,Binghamton,
13905).
By the time you read this, Beth David Sisterhood’s Inter-Sisterhood program "Rogers and Sperberstein - Better Than Never!" should
have been a great success.
Our closing meeting is scheduled for June 8, during which we will vote in the slate of officers for next year and discuss ideas for programs.
Weekly Shabbos kiddushes have resumed, and cookies, drinks and basic supplies are once again being provided by Sisterhood. Since only one person is now assigned kiddush duty, it is hoped that everyone attending services will help whenever possible.
As always, we thank Beth David Synagogue and Rabbi Silber for allowing us to use the synagogue’s zoom account for our meetings,
and we thank Rabbi David Serkin for designing our flyers.
Cathy Velenchik, Co-President Beth David Sisterhood

PAY TO STAY HOME, or attend Beth David Sisterhood’s Donor Marathon
That’s right, members and friends of Beth David Sisterhood, you are being given the opportunity to help Beth David Sisterhood get into the Guinness Book of Records for the longest Sisterhood donor meeting ever!
Or, you could choose to just stay home and send in your donation of $25 or more to help support our Sisterhood.
If you choose to stay home, here are some of the exciting things you will miss:
Rabbi Silber delivering all the sermons he would have given during the weeks there were no services at Beth David.
A lecture by the President of the Monotone Society of Greater Binghamton.
All of Beethoven’s works performed by the Community Pre- School Orchestra of Broome County.
Singers rejected by the Tri-Cities Opera performing unknown A-tonal arias.
All of the you tube videos we rejected as inappropriate, boring, or too long to use at the Chanukah and Purim virtual parties.
Exercise breaks between programs during which we will each run around the outside of the shul 50 times.
Refreshments consisting of all the food items that were in the shul kitchen two years ago when covid shut down
kiddushes.
It’s your choice.
If you choose to stay home, pour yourself a drink, or make yourself a cup of coffee or tea, and read a book, or watch a
movie or a TV show instead of attending, you can send your donation of $25 or more in the form of a check made out to
Beth David Sisterhood to our treasurer Kerry Wright at 9 Beethoven Street, Binghamton, NY 13905.
I know what I’ll be doing!
Cathy Velenchik Co- President of Beth David Sisterhood

Harold and I shepped much nachas at the wedding of our granddaughter Chavi, daughter of Rochie
and Marc Sommer of Passaic, to Zecharya, son of Wendie and Pinchas Runge of Minneapolis. We
were delighted to share the simcha with family and friends after the extended Covid isolation. May
the couple build a bayit ne’eman b’Yisroel.
Kol Hakavod to Bethany Strulowitz on her appointment as principal at Buriah High School in Elizabeth, NJ. Mazal Tov to her, her husband Josh, and her parents Rita and Larry Bleier. Yasher Koach
to Sima and Russel Kelner and their children on being honored at their Passaic shul, Tifereth Israel’s annual dinner. Mazal Tov to them, to Marion Morell, and to the extended Morell and Kelner
families.
Avigayil Perry notes that she, Adam, and their three children reside in Norfolk, VA. Adam is a professor at Christopher Newport University and Avigayil does online tutoring. On that highway that starts
in Binghamton and travels around the world, it seems Gavriel and Malka Rudin stopped in Norfolk
for three years as part of the Kollel. Gavriel is the grandson of Binghamtonians Marion a’h and Norman Rudin a’h. Another stop our Binghamton Family recently made was in Monsey to celebrate the
marriage of Avigayil Perlman to Avraham Chaim Perlman (yes, the same surname). Avigayil is the
granddaughter of Tuvia and Shifra a’h Perlman and the daughter of Yosef and Judy a’h Rosenbloom Perlman. By the way, the Rosenbloom parents were valued NCSY advisors from Kingston
during the time the Perlmans lived in Binghamton. And, another Binghamton connection is that Harold and my grandchildren Sara and Chezky Tuchman made the Perlman shidduch!
Yasher Koach to Charlie Manasse upon receiving the Mary and Jack Ferber Award at the Beth David Annual Dinner for his many contributions to the welfare of our shul. Arieh Ullmann, Charles Gilinsky, and Brendon Byrnes roasted Charlie with an entertaining presentation at the May event. The
delightful evening brought BD Family members together socially for the first time in three years.
Michael and Avigayil Goldman of Israel welcomed a baby boy into their family. Mazal Tov to grandparents Andra and Craig Goldman, and to aunts and uncle Shelly and Johnny Black and Lori Goldman. Mazal Tov to Eliezer and Penina Morell on the birth of a boy, Shmuel Eliyahu. He’s the grandson of Avi and Beth Morell and the great-grandson of Marion Morell. The baby was named for his
great-grandfather Shmuel Morell a’h. May the babies grow to Bar Mitzvah, to chuppah and to 120 in
good health!
Barbara and Les Bank are delighted their children David and Amy Bank are relocating from their
California home to Schenectady. Barbara and Les are eager to see their grandchildren on a regular
basis!
Refuah Shelemah to Aaron Alweis, Chaim Joy, and Bob Kutz.
With sadness I note the passing of Rachman, the brother of Ami Adamit. May Ami, SarahLynn, and
the entire family find comfort among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Beth David Family continue
Our ancestors looked forward to receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai with great anticipation, and with
love for the Almighty. May Shavuot bring you a similar feeling of joy, and may we pray that our
brethren around the world find peace and safety.
Remember to let me know your family news so I can share it with our Beth David Family.
Meryl Sasnowitz
msasnowitz@gmail.com (607)760-5207

Mitzvah Fund
Tova Kohn, 727-0841 or tova.kohn844@gmail.com
Sisterhood acknowledges contributions to the Mitzvah Fund wishing:

Mazal Tov to:

Harold & Meryl Sasnowitz on the marriage of their granddaughter, Chavie Sommer to Zacharya
Runge
Pesach & Rochie Sommer on the marriage of their daughter, Chavie to Zacharya
Rabbi & Mrs. Zalman Chein on their daughter Chaya Mushka becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Gerry & Susan Hubal on their grandson, Jordan's graduation from Franklin & Marshall College
Dick & Lori Lewis on Emily's graduation from George Washington University Law School

Refuah Shelemah to:
Bob Kutz
Aaron Alweis
Michael Wiesner
Saba Wiesner

Robert Basmann
Chaim Joy

Condolences to:

Ruth Buschman & Family on the passing of Howard
Dr. Charles Rubin & Family on the passing of Paula
Andrew Shuman & Family on the passing of Marcia

A Note From Charlie
In giving we receive,
And, perhaps the most precious gift we have is time.
So, giving of our time and ourselves to something greater than ourselves is its own reward.
It is said that a synagogue is at least three things;
A House of Hashem and prayer.
A place of learning.
A community of socialization.
Thank you for the honor that has been given to me and a wonderful annual dinner. Perhaps made more significant
because it was our first large social gathering since BC (before covid). Thank you to all who worked to make it happen.
Passover seders hold a special place for me. The spontaneous response of “dayenu” to Arieh’s enumeration of
things I have participated in, written in a “Hagaddah style” was especially meaningful to me.
I think speakers intended to “roast” me, but I felt warmth, respected, appreciated and loved. It was a good time and a
lot of fun.
May we all continue to give of our time and ourselves.
May we all continue to have Beth David for Prayer, for Learning, and for Socialization.
Thank you,
Charlie Manasse

Customs and Practices for the “Three Weeks”
Background: The three-week period from 17 Tammuz through 9 Av was a time of tragedy for the Jewish people. Many calamities happened on these specific days and during the time between. The catastrophic
events surrounding the Holy Temple in Jerusalem that occurred on those specific days resulted in the long exile,
which is still ongoing. On the 17th of Tammuz the walls of Jerusalem were breached during the period of the second Temple, and the 9th of Av marks the day on which both the first and second Temples were destroyed. For
that reason it was ordained that this period of 3 weeks should be observed as days of mourning by the entire
nation. Some mourning practices begin on 17 Tammuz and they increase in severity as we approach the 9th of
Av.
Since the next ChaiLine will first appear after this period begins, we will mention only the customs observed until Rosh Chodesh Av. Those that first apply after that date will be described in the summer edition.

When: The 3 weeks begin on 17 Tammuz, which occurs on Shabbat, July 16, and continue (this
year since 9 Av occurs on Shabbat) through 10 Av, which occurs on Sunday, August 7 .
The fast of 17 Tammuz: Since 17 Tammuz occurs on Shabbat, the fast is postponed until Sunday,
July 17. This day is observed as a fast day, with the fast beginning in the morning at 3:11 am and ending at nightfall, at 9:18 pm.
Mourning practices: During the entire 3-week period we do not conduct weddings, we refrain from
haircuts, and we avoid listening to live music.

Beth David Annual Dinner
On Sunday, May 15th the Shul finally held its Annual Dinner after a twoyear Covid hiatus. Charlie Manasse was our worthy honoree, who received the Jack & Mary
Ferber Memorial Award. Charlie was chosen for the award two years ago, and we were finally
able to present him with the honor he truly deserves.

Brendan Byrnes, Charles Gilinsky and Arieh Ullmann wrote and presented a fitting roast of our
honored guest! They included songs, poetry and plenty of laughs, as they reminded Charlie of
their good times as the Diner Fellas. Charlie fortunately did not need the fire extinguisher he left
in his car; there certainly were no hard edges to the jokes and jibes; these good friends expressed
their affection, appreciation and respect for a pal who has kindly and generously served the Shul,
the Jewish Community and the community at large.
The attendees enjoyed a delicious dinner, complete with two elegant desserts, prepared and
served beautifully by caterer Victor Torres and his staff. Everyone was thankful and happy to be
celebrating this long-awaited event. May we all be well and able to celebrate together again soon,
without having to wait another two years.
Many thanks to all who attended and participated. A special thank you to those who worked hard
to make the dinner a success: Saba Wiesner, (who could not join us because she is recovering
from Covid), Toby and Harold Kohn, Marilyn Bell, and bartender, MC, Michael Wright.
Mazel tov to Charlie Manasse, our honoree, and to all the raffle winners. An extra thank you to our
dinner sponsors and donors:

Sponsors of the 2022 Dinner
Gold

Silver

Rhonda Levine & Arieh Ullmann
Tony & Meredith Pell-Preus
Michael & Susan Wright
Cathy Velenchik & Chaim Joy
Michael & Saba Wiesner
Harold & Toby Kohn
Brian & Lori Tuberman

Brendan Brynes & Hollie Levine
Neil & Sima Auerbach
Edward Cameron & Kathie Shelly
Alan & Julie Piaker
Bronze

Marilyn Bell
Maxine Kaplan
Gerald & Susan Hubal
Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber

Beth David Graduates 2022
Jasmine Blackman, daughter of Shelly & Johnny Blackman, from Hudson Valley CC
Yael Feder, daughter of Sarah & Bruce Feder, granddaughter of Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber, from the Graduate Program in
Advanced Talmudic Studies at YU
Jordan Hubal, son of Lisa & Todd Hubal, grandson of Susan & Jerry Hubal, from the College of Franklin & Marshall
Rae Hubal, daughter of Shelley & Mark Hubal, granddaughter of Susan & Jerry Hubal, from SUNY Fredonia
Yonina Lazarus, daughter of Abigail & Tzali Lazarus, granddaughter of Meryl & Harold Sasnowitz, from Machon Ora HS
Andrew Levine, son of Rhonda Levine & Aryeh Ullmann, Ph.D in Psychology from NYU
Emily Lewis, daughter of Lori & Dick Lewis, from George Washington University Law School
Ahuva Lebowitz, daughter of Davida & Gavin Lebowitz, granddaughter of Susan & Michael Wright, niece of Kerry Wright,
from Bais Yaakov
Ephraim Lebowitz, son of Davida & Gavin Lebowitz, grandson of Susan & Michael Wright, nephew of Kerry Wright, from
Ner Yisroel HS
Noah Schiller, son of Ellen & Jerry Schiller, grandson of Susan and Charles Gilinsky, from Waring MA HS
Arielle Schwartz, daughter of Merle Potchinsky & Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, granddaughter of Micki Potchinsky, from
Columbia University
Maayan Sommer, daughter of Rochie & Marc Sommer, granddaughter of Meryl & Harold Sasnowitz, from Maayanot HS
Yehuda Weissman, son of Avital & Elie Weissman, grandson of Rabbi Zev & Judy Silber, from HANC primary school

How to Contact Your Rabbi
Rabbi Silber’s office hours will be: Tuesdays, 10:00 am -12:00 noon.
Please feel free to stop by at these times, even without an appointment. If you need to consult with the
rabbi and these times are not convenient for you, please call Rabbi Silber and you can work out a mutually acceptable time.
Occasionally these hours need to change, and changes are listed in the weekly announcement sheet distributed each Shabbat at services.
If you need to contact the rabbi, there are several ways that this can be done:
Call the shul office (722-1793) and leave a message
If it is not urgent, you can e-mail the rabbi at rabbisilber@stny.rr.com
In case of emergency, you can call or text the rabbi’s cell phone: Rabbi Silber can be reached at
607-761-7098.

