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FROM THE RABBI 
 

There are some Hebrew words that are so familiar to every almost Jew and are 
used so often that we sometimes forget what they really mean. One of these 
words is “siddur” which we usually translate as a prayer book. Yes, that book 
called a siddur does have prayers. Yet, the word siddur really means 
“order.”  This book has the order of the prayers that we recite on any given day at 
the prayer service that we are conducting. It has the words of the prayers to avoid 
the need to find them in other books and sources.  
  
The same is true with the word “seder” which describes the Passover meals we 
will enjoy on the first two nights of the holiday. The word “seder” does not mean 
a holiday meal. It means the order of the observances that we will conduct on 
this special occasion.  
  
One would think that the text we are going to use to guide us through this special 
occasion would be called the siddur of Pesach. Yet, it is not called siddur. Rather, 
it is called a Haggadah! The word Haggadah has nothing to do with the order of 
activities. Haggadah means to tell a story. At the beginning of the Haggadah, 
there is a list of activities we will participate in, and it contains 14 phrases that 
we often sing – Kadesh, urechatz, etc. That is a siddur! But what about the rest 
of the volume? Obviously, it must mean something else.  
  
On Passover night we gather to perform many mitzvot. We eat matzah and 
maror, drink 4 cups of wine, sing Hallel praises to God for delivering us from 
slavery, and many more. There is one Biblical Mitzvah that the Haggadah is de-
signed to help us carry out – sippu yetziat mitzrayim – telling the story of the Ex-
odus. True, we have a daily mitzvah to remember the Exodus, and we do that in 
our prayers from the siddur. On Pesach night we have a special mitzvah, not only 



From the Rabbi Con’t 
 
 to remember but to tell the story. We fulfill this mitzvah by reading the          
Haggadah, the guide to the storytelling for Pesach night and to make sure that we 
cover all the bases of that story.  
  
Telling the true story of the exodus is an essential part of the seder and we do this 
by reading the Haggadah. The discussions we have at the seder should all revolve 
around this mitzvah. We also tell stories about our families, how our parents ob-
served Pesach, what customs our grandparents had at their seder, what we learned 
about the holiday from our teachers. These are extremely important to share. 
Most important is to share the role that God played in our deliverance from slav-
ery and in creating a nation that still exists thousands of years later and continues 
to impact the entire world by being a moral force and guide in tikkun olam – 
making a world that is safer and better for all its inhabitants.   
  
From my family to yours, I wish you all a chag kasher v’sameach – may you 
have a joyous and kosher Pesach holiday.  
 
Rabbi Zev Silber 
 

From the President 

Happy Passover to all! 

Saba Wiesner 

Maot Chitim – Passover Charity 
 
 

We all know how expensive it is to purchase all our Pesach foods and needs.  We cannot forget that 
we have an obligation to help those less economically able to do their own purchases and enjoy the 
Seder and the holiday.  This special charity to provide for the Jewish poor the ability to purchase Pe-
sach provisions is called Maot Chitim.  
  
Beth David and Jewish Family Service are working together to provide for the needs of the local 
poor.  To assure that the money is available to enable the poor to shop before Pesach, we ask that you 
send your check no later than Wednesday, March 29.  Checks may be made payable to Beth David 
Synagogue Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or to Jewish Family Service, noting that it is for Passover 
Charity.  Checks may be mailed to the office of either organization.    
  
Please do not hesitate to text or email Rabbi Silber with a pledge for this purpose if you cannot get the 
check to the shul office before these deadlines, and he will advance the funds on your behalf.  



 

Tuesday, April 4 
 Bedikat Chametz – Search for the Chametz   after 

8:14 pm 
 

Erev Pesach 

  
Wednesday, April 5  Shacharit in shul        7:00 am 
            Siyum approximately   7:30 am 
Latest time for eating  chametz        10:57 am 
Latest time for burning chametz        12:02 pm 
Candle lighting                  7:15 pm 
Mincha/Maariv                           7:15 pm 
 
  Pesach 
 
Wednesday, April 5 Kiddush at seder after  8:15 pm 
 
Thursday, April 6 Shacharit in shul     9:30 am 

Mincha/Ma’ariv      7:20 pm 
Candle Lighting and Kiddush at seder after 8:16 pm      
 
Friday, April 7  Shacharit in shul     9:30 am 
         Candle lighting before    7:17 pm 

Mincha/Ma’ariv       7:20 pm 
 

Chol Hamoed 
 
Shabbat, April 8  Shacharit in shul     9:30 am 

Mincha/Ma’ariv      7:20 pm 
Shabbat ends           8:19 pm 

 
Sunday, April 9   Shacharit        8:30 am 
Mon - Tues, Apr 10-11 Shacharit                   6:50 am 
Sun - Mon, April 9-10       Mincha/Ma’ariv   7:25 pm 
 
 
  Last Days Pesach 
 
Tuesday, April 11  Candle lighting           7:22 pm 
   Mincha/Ma’ariv          7:25 pm 
 
Wednesday, April 12 Shacharit in shul      9:30 am 
   Mincha/Ma’ariv         7:25 pm 
           Candle lighting after         8:23 pm 
 
Thursday, April 13  Shacharit in shul        9:30 am 
           Yizkor approximately 10:45 am 
   Mincha/Ma’ariv            7:25 pm 
   Yom Tov ends             8:24 pm 
 
 

         PESACH SCHEDULE 

Beth David Family 

 
They say that "No News is Good News", but when it comes to the Beth David Family, No News 
means No column. 
 
Please let me know what's happening in your family so we can all share the news. Keep me posted 
about your road trips, family visits, and special moments. You may think these things are trivial, but 
readers tell me they love to learn about the goings-on of our Beth David Family members.  
 
Write to me at: msasnowitz@gmail.com or call (607) 760-5207  
 
Wishing you and your family a meaningful and joyous Pesach. 
Meryl Sasnowitz 

 

Calling all families of soon-to-be-graduates: 

We would love to celebrate the achievements of graduates among the Beth David family, 
by featuring their names in the Shavuot Chailine issue. Please share their name(s) with 
us so we can honor their hard work and success!  
Names can be submitted to Meryl Sasnowitz by email or phone call. 

mailto:msasnowitz@gmail.com


Pesach Customs and Practices 
 

 When:  Pesach begins on Wednesday, April 5
th
 at night, and lasts through the day of 

Thursday, April 13
th
.  

  
Prohibition of Chametz:  It is not only forbidden to eat chametz on Pesach, but also to have 

chametz in our possession or in our sight.  Therefore, a thorough cleaning of all  places where     
chametz may be found is required by the night of Thursday, April 14.  What is required is to clean all 
places where chametz may be found, used, or stored in our homes, basement, pantries, offices, 
cars, purses, and book bags.  Don’t forget your talit bag!  Spring cleaning of rooms and areas that 
never have chametz there is not necessary.  Chametz products that we are not consuming or throw-
ing away before Pesach should be stored in a closed or covered cabinet.  Dishes and utensils used 
for chametz should also be stored   separately in order to avoid the mistaken use of these during  
Pesach.  
  

Kitchen Preparation:  We only use Pesach dishes, utensils and cookware on   Pe-
sach.  The kitchen counters and appliances must be made Kosher for Pesach before any food for 
Passover is prepared in or on them.  The kashering process differs for each appliance or utensil, and 
some may not be koshered at all.  Please consult a reliable source for the laws and methods of     
kashering, and do not hesitate to ask the rabbi for assistance.  Many of the major supervising agen-
cies have kashering guides on their websites.  Kashering must be completed before you burn the 
chametz.  
  

Shopping:  Buy only products with a Kosher for Passover label from a reliable supervi-
sory organization.  The primary reliable agencies are the OU, the Star-K, the Chof-K, the OK, and 
KAJ.  Many other supervisory agencies are also acceptable, but consult the  rabbi before purchasing 
a product with a kashrut symbol that you do not know if it is acceptable.  Many products can be used 
on Pesach without a special marking, and most of the kashrut agencies have lists of these on their 
websites.  When in doubt, please ask the rabbi for assistance.  

  
Mechirat Chametz - Selling of the Chametz:  The chametz that we have not consumed or 

disposed of before Pesach may not remain in our possession during the holiday.  In order to avoid 
undue hardship or a large economic loss, arrangements can be made to sell the chametz to a       
non-Jew for the duration of the holiday.  As indicated above, all     chametz remaining in your home 
must be stored in a closed or covered cabinet.  Non-Passover utensils can be stored separately 
since we do not need to sell these.  In order to execute a legally and halachically binding sale, you 
must complete the authorization form found in this ChaiLine and submit it by 10:00 am on Wednes-
day, April 5.  It is preferable to do this in person but completed and signed forms submitted to the  
office, by mail, or by e-mail are also acceptable.    

 
 Bedikat Chametz – Search for Chametz:  We check the house and search for any chametz 

that we may not have found during our cleaning after nightfall on Tuesday, April 4.  It is customary to 
place 10 pieces of chametz around the house prior to the search to make sure that our search is 
complete.  Any chametz that we find during our search should be stored or disposed of, except for 
that which we plan to burn the next morning.  Before beginning the search we recite a blessing, and 
following the search we recite a statement of nullification for any chametz that we may not have 
found.  The blessing and nullification can be found in a siddur or Haggadah.  

 
Ta’anit Bechorim- Fast of the First Born:  The fast of First Born is held on Erev Pesach, 

Wednesday, April 5, to commemorate their deliverance from death during the tenth plague in 
Egypt.  It is customary for the firstborn to participate in a meal served in celebration of a mitzvah, 
such as a Brit Mila (circumcision) or siyum (the completion of a tractate of the Talmud).  Those who 
attend one of these events celebrate with partaking in refreshments and are then exempt from this 
fast.  A siyum will be held at Beth David following Shacharit services.   



Pesach Customs and Practices (Continued) 
 

 Bi’ur Chametz – Burning the Chametz:  It is prohibited to eat chametz on Erev 
Pesach, Wednesday, April 5 after 10:57 am.  All chametz must be removed from our possession 
and the chametz found the night before during the search must be burned by 12:02 pm.  A state-
ment of nullification of any chametz not found or disposed of is recited at the time of burning.  The 
statement can be found in a siddur or Haggadah.  
  

Matzah and food on Erev Pesach:  It is forbidden to eat matzah during the entire day of 
Erev Pesach is order that we may hunger for the taste of matzah at the Seder.  Under some        
conditions, foods containing matzah meal may be eaten, as well as egg matzah, which we generally 
do not eat on Pesach.  Please consult the rabbi for specifics.  After 4:20 pm we may only eat small 
quantities of fruits, vegetables, meat, eggs or fish.  

 
Eruv Tavshilin – The Mixing of Cooked Foods:  The Biblical prohibition against labor 

on the Festivals specifically does not include the preparation or cooking of food. However, food may 
only be prepared for that day’s use.  When a Yom Tov falls on a Friday our Rabbis ruled that we are 
allowed to prepare food on the holiday for use on the Sabbath only if the preparation begins before 
the holiday.  This is known as Eruv Tavshilin, or the “mixing of cooked foods”, and is performed this 
year on Erev Pesach.  With a matzah and any cooked food in hand (such as fish or a hard-boiled 
egg), we recite a blessing and declaration as is found in a siddur or Haggadah.    
 

Seder Preparation:  The special foods for the Seder plate for both Sedarim should be 
prepared during the day of Erev Pesach.  The Kiddush at the Seder may not be recited until after 
nightfall on either night.  The afikoman should be eaten before 1:05 AM.  Some people have the cus-
tom of beginning sefirat ha’omer – the counting of the omer – at the second Seder instead of count-
ing during the evening service.  

 
 After Pesach:  Chametz that was owned by a Jew during Pesach may not be con-
sumed, even after Pesach.  The chametz that you arranged to have been sold before Pesach will be 
returned to your possession at approximately 9:20 pm on Thursday, April 13.  Price Chopper is Jew-
ish-owned and arranged for its chametz to be sold to a non-Jew through the Albany             Vaad 
Hakashrut.  Weis Markets is Jewish owned and the chametz in all the local stores was sold by me, 
while the stores in other areas have been arranged with other rabbis.  The chametz at the local JCC, 
Hillel Academy, and our synagogue was sold by me.    
  
This information is accurate as of the time of publication.  If there are any changes that will affect the 
ability to purchase or consume chametz from or at any of these businesses, I will inform the congre-
gation by e-mail.  If you do not receive e-mail updates from the synagogue, please send a request to 
rabbisilber@stny.rr.com to be added to our distribution list.  

Give Double Chai to the ChaiLine 
You can be a sponsor for a minimum donation of $36.00 sent to the shul before the next deadline, 
Sunday, 05/14/2023.  
Write ChaiLine on the memo line and include your message. Some reasons to sponsor include 
graduations, births, bar/bat mitzvahs, birthdays, anniversaries, a new job, commemorating a 
yahrtzeit, or just to be a sponsor. 
A thank you message can be printed for a donation of $18.00. Our $180.00 Special Sponsors get 
special recognition for their generous contribution. 
Chag kasher v’sameach! 
Gina M. Santiago 

mailto:rabbisilber@stny.rr.com


Mitzvah Fund 

 
Please email the names of people to whom you'd like to send Mitzvah Cards. You may email them to Toby 
Kohn: tova.kohn844@ gmail.com or call her at 607-727-0841.  
 
Please include the addresses of the recipients.  
 
Each Mitzvah Card is $3.00. You may pay for cards by sending a check to Kerry Wright, treasurer, at 9 Bee-
thoven Street Binghamton, NY 13905. She typically sends bills monthly. 
 

Mazal Tov to: 
 
Deborah Mindick & David Sliom on their March 12, 2023 marriage. 
 
Saba Wiesner for the beautiful Purim Seudah that she & her helpers prepared. 

Refuah Sheleimah to: 

Gerry & Susan Hubal recovering from Covid.  

 

   Shabbat ends              8:34 pm  
Friday, April 28 candle lighting           7:41 pm  
   
Shabbat, April 29                Shacharit         9:30 am  
                                       Shabbat ends        8:42 pm  
  
Friday, May 5 candle lighting           7:48 pm  
  
Shabbat, May 6                   Shacharit          9:30 am  
                                       Shabbat ends        8:50 pm  
  
Friday, May 12 candle lighting           7:56 pm  
  
Shabbat, May 13                 Shacharit          9:30 am  
                                       Shabbat ends         8:57 pm  
  
Friday, May 19 candle lighting           8:03 pm  
  
Shabbat, May 20                 Shacharit         9:30 am  
                                       Shabbat ends        9:04 pm  

            

Friday, March 24 candle lighting     7:02 pm  
  
Shabbat, March 25              Shacharit   9:30 am  
                                       Shabbat end   8:03 pm  
  
Friday, March 31 candle lighting     7:09 pm  
  
Shabbat, April 1                  Shacharit   9:30 am  
                                    Shabbat ends     8:11 pm  
  
April 4-13  SEE PESACH SCHEDULE  
  
Friday, April 14 candle lighting     7:25 pm  
  
Shabbat, April 15              Shacharit     9:30 am  
                                 Shabbat ends        8:27 pm  
  
Friday, April 2    candle lighting          7:33 pm  
  
Shabbat, April 22          Shacharit         9:30 am  

SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

PLEASE NOTE:  AT THE PRESENT TIME, BETH DAVID ONLY HAS MINYAN ON SHABBAT 
AND HOLIDAY MORNINGS, AND ON SPECIAL DAYS, AS NOTED BELOW.  FOR THE HIGH 

HOLIDAYS, THERE WILL BE MINYANIM AT NIGHT, AS WELL.  A MINYAN AT OTHER TIMES 
MAY POSSIBLY BE ARRANGED, UPON REQUEST.  PLEASE CONTACT THE RABBI.  

Contributions  
General Fund 

Rabbi Zev Silber 
Steven Buschman  

 



 
 
 
 
 

Dear members and friends of Beth David Sisterhood,  
  

I hope your Passover preparations are going smoothly. If you attended our Pre- Passover 
workshop on March 15, you learned about products whose Kosher for Passover status may have 
changed this year and heard Rabbi Silber give a fascinating presentation about the history of the Four 
Questions.  

  
As noted in the last Chailine, there have been many recent changes to our slate of officers.  

We are still seeking a new Treasurer.   
  

Stacey Silber will be raising funds for Sisterhood through the sale of new or used items at a 
local flea market. To donate, please contact her directly.  
  

Remember, Mitzva cards are $3 each. To send one contact Toby Kohn.  
  

Now that we have enjoyed the hamantaschen at the Purim seudah, we again thank bakers Lori 
Tuberman, Susan Hubal, Ilana Segal, Judy Silber, and Cathy Velenchik.   
  

If you know of any new families moving into the area who might consider joining Beth David, 
please notify us so we can deliver a welcome bag to them containing information about our syna-
gogue and sisterhood.   
  

Please join us at our annual donor meeting on Wednesday, April 26, at 7 pm., which will 
be held this year at the Silbers’ home.   The speaker will be Rick Pescatore, dubbed the “clock 
maven.” Remember, the minimum donation is $25.  
  

Inter Sisterhood will be Wednesday, May 3, at 7 pm at Temple Concord. The topic is 
Jewish merchants in Binghamton’s Heyday.  

  
Chag Sameach everyone! Happy Passover.  
  
Cathy Velenchik President Beth David Sisterhood.  

PURIM SEUDAH Thank You 
  
We wish to give a special yasher koach and a loud “thank you” to our President, Saba Wiesner for 
the wonderful and delicious Purim Seudah that she prepared for us to enjoy as we celebrated the    
Purim holiday together with our Beth David family.  After 3 years of not having our shul Purim 
Seudah because of COVID concerns, it was wonderful to be able to celebrate together again!  
  
The great variety of sumptuous foods and the elegant table settings made this not only a dinner but a 
truly festive holiday meal.  Those of you who couldn’t join us missed something exceptional, and 
you would want to reserve the date of Sunday, March 24, 2024, for next year’s Purim feast! 
  
Saba – Kol Hakavod!  








